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PURSUIT is grateful to Mr. Rogo, author of some 40 books
on parapsychology, for his permission to publish, herewith, the
lecture he gave at the ‘‘6th International Congress on Inter-
disciplinary Discussion of Borderarea Problems of Science’’ in
Basel, Switzerland, November 1988.

The reader of these words surely realizes
that PURSUIT’s purpose, as a journal, is to
gather information from various sources and
to make available data that researchers have
gathered on specific topics of interest. But how
much more information on unexplaineds is
‘‘out there’" that could be available to us?

Communication is a major concemn in any
coordinating unit as any major organization
knows whether in science, industry, the

| government or, particularly, with the military

- to name just a few.

Therefore, wemay well ask: Will Mr. Rogo
communicate with us when he reaches the
‘‘other side’’ to tell us more about reincama-
tion as one entity via Skyrim is, perhaps, do-
ing? Will dowsing eventually be considered
as a reliable vehicle of communication for
locating sought information?

Mr. Schonherr’s article about the
Tatzelwurm enigma is a classic example of
utilizing various eye-witness reports (here,
mostly from past generations) to consolidate
information and, thus, we hope, to encourage
a search for their possible existence.

Dr. Sappington writes about four very in-
fluential, original, modem-day thinkers and
communications between them.

But, then again, in the several UFO reports
we can see how the writers are unable to leam
more about UFOs especially from government
authorities who rarely cooperate in com-
municating their vast amount of UFO data
simply by their saying that since UFOs don’t
exist, therefore, there is nothing to discuss.

Lastly is Carl Pabst’s relentless, years-long
work to bridge Charles Fort’s notes with
Fort’s four major books as an example of one
man’s efforts to get obscure data available for
all of us to use.

Perhaps it is an oversimplication but, in
part, it is not only the new reports but also
the breakdowns in communication that keep
us, as a journal, in contact with you in pur-
suit of the unexplained - and the unexpressed.
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Reincarnation:

Making Sense of the Evidence
by D. Scott Rogo

Belief in reincarnation is usually nothing more than a matter
of personal commitment. There are, in fact, several ways by
which you can justify acceptance of the doctrine. Most people
rely on philosophical justifications — i.e., that reincarnation
explains the inequities and injustices of life; that it is a more
reasonable cosmological scheme than any other conception of
the after-life; and that a majority of the world’s peoples accept
and teach the doctrine. Millions of people simply can’t be
wrong! These are all undoubtedly valid observations, but they
hardly prove the objective truth of the reincarnation belief. They
are but lines of speculation that one can either entertain or reject.

We live today in a scientific and technological world, a world
that has long placed more stock in hard data than philosophical
speculation. Can belief in reincarnation ever become a scien-
tific rather than religious matter? Just how well does the rein-
carnation doctrine fare when the hardcore evidence for its
legitimacy is critically examined? Does such evidence even exist
in the first place?

These were the questions I began pondering three years ago.
My personal interest in reincarnation stemmed from my pro-
fessional work in parapsychology, which had extended over the
course of several years. For the past ten years, my focal in-
terest in parapsychology has revolved (in part) around searching
for evidence proving life after death. This is one of the field’s
most central points of concern, and it gradually and reluctantly
forced me to confront the reincarnation issue. I say ‘‘reluctant-
ly’’ because, like most parapsychologists, my feeling had long
been that the subject of reincarnation didn’t fall within the cen-
tral concerns of parapsychology. Studying the evidence for life
after death has been difficult enough.. .but reincarnation? In fact,
to date, only one parapsychologist actively working in the field
has ever studied the reincarnation question in any depth. Dr.
Ian Stevenson of the University of Virginia has made a career
out of tracking down and studying cases of children who spon-
taneously remember their past lives. I guess most of us have,
until very recently, simply felt that the scientific investigation
of reincarnation was in good hands...and that we could best busy
ourselves elsewhere and with other research projects.

I came to realize that this attitude was extremely biased in
1978, when I first saw the movie Audrey Rose. This adapta-
tion of the singularly striking novel tells the story of a young
girl terrified by vivid memories of her past-life death in a flam-
ing car accident. Seeing such a case presented on the screen
— a case no different from many that populate the growing
literature on reincarnation — made me realize my own previous
bias. It made me realize that any parapsychologist interested
in the survival problem has a responsibility to examine the rein-
carnation question in depth. So I set about studying the evidence
as thoroughly as I could. My goals were to ascertain just how
good the evidence is, and whether it points to literal reincarna-
tion or perhaps to some other metaphysical truth.

My first stopping point was the study of cases of spontaneous
past-life recall. Many people claim that they have suddenly
recalled scenes or fleeting memories of a past life. These ex-
periences tend to come by way of dreams, mental imagery, wak-
ing visions, or deja-vu sensations. Dr. Frederick Lenz, a
one-time San Diego psychologist, has even written a book
devoted to such first-hand accounts. Lifetimes not only con-
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tains several interesting cases, but Dr. Lenz also claims that
such experiences arise from the context of a specific
phenomenological *‘incubation’’ syndrome. People undergoing
spontaneous past-life recall, he claims, first feel their bodies
getting lighter. They then see vivid colors dancing before their
eyes, the room will begin to vibrate, the experiencer will become
euphoric, and then the past-life scene or memory will burst in-
to consciousness. Dr. Lenz’s research was the first I had read
about this past-life memory syndrome, so I decided to explore
the phenomenon further.

I began collecting similar cases in 1981 and was able to round-
up twenty hitherto unpublished accounts. They closely match-
ed the type of cases Lenz had published in his book. The data
were unusual to say the least. I was never able to confirm the
existence of Dr. Lenz’s ‘‘incubation’’ syndrome, but what was
truly impressive was that some of my correspondents claimed
that the experience had brought with it utter conviction in the
truth of reincarnation. (Many of them had been uninterested
or skeptical of reincarnation before their paranormal ex-
periences.) But the most important aspect of my cases was that
a few of them could be corroborated — in other words, pieces
of information cropped up in the accounts that the experiences
could not have come by normally. This feature most common-
ly highlighted past-life memories which came by way of dreams.

One lady from California, for instance, wrote to me about
a vivid dream she had as a young woman. She saw herself as
the wife of a Norse leader killed by invaders. The most distinc-
tive aspect of the dream was a cameo signet ring she had seen
her ‘‘husband’’ wearing and which designated his rank. Many
years later, my correspondent discovered that cameos were
originally a Scandinavian art form, and she uncovered several
photographs of ancient cameos that matched the one she had
seen in her dream.

This type of information cropped up in enough of my cases
to suggest that my contacts had been tapping into some source
of information beyond the reach of their day-to-day minds.
Sometimes these cases also profoundly affected my cor-
respondents’ lives.

For example, another obviously intelligent and articulate
woman wrote to me about a curious recurrent dream she had
as a child. She would find herself crossing a bridge situated
high above an expanse of water. The bridge could only be reach-
ed by ladder, and it tended to sway in the wind. My correspon-
dent could never reach the other side of the bridge in her dream,
which she found curiously troubling. Some thirty years later
she discovered that source of her information while perusing
a copy of Life magazine. It turned out thatthe bridge represented
in her dream was the first cat-walk bridge over New York’s
East River. It predated the building of the Brooklyn Bridge by
several years. It was a very narrow and treacherous make-shift
construction, and more than one person was known to have
fallen to his/her death from it.

But my correspondent’s story didn’t end there by any means.
She also wrote to me that, ‘I am convinced that I was one of
those [who fell from the bridge] because I have never had that
particular dream again and because a lifelong fear that I would
meet by death falling from a great height was dispelled with
the recognition of the bridge.’’ This reaction is similar to the
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testimony of those fortunate people who claim that they have
been cured of their phobias through ‘‘past-life’’ therapy — i.e.,
through remembering under hypnosis the past-life causes of their
present problems.

Cases such as the two I have just discussed point to reincar-
nation, but they hardly prove it. Veridical features only seem
to crop up in a few cases of spontaneous past-life memory, and
these cases tend to get bound up in a morass of weak or non-
evidential ones. You have to take the good cases along with
the bad, and any theory posited to explain the past-life memory
phenomenon must be capable of explaining both sets. To prove
the case for reincarnation, the skeptic would have to be presented
with more elaborate kinds of cases.

So my search for proof of reincarnation turned to the research
of Dr. Ian Stevenson, a psychiatrist at the University of Virginia.
For the past two decades, he has been collecting and in-
vestigating reports of children who literally seem born with
memories of their past lives intact. These reports tend to come
from cultures where belief in reincarnation is a religious tenet,
such as in India, Ceylon, Turkey, and among some tribes of
Alaskan Eskimos. It is here where we run into both problems
and possibilities, however, for the study of extracerebral
memory cases is not as clear-cut as many believers are prone
to think. The collected evidence is actually annoyingly con-
tradictory.

To be fair, some of Dr. Stevenson’s cases are both very
good and totally consistent with belief in reincarnation. The
fascinating case of Ravi Shankar is typical, and Dr. Stevenson
included it in his seminal Twenty Cases Suggestive of Reincar-
nation. Ravi was born in Kanauj, India in 1951 with an unusual
birthmark under his chin. It looked like a two-inch-long ser-
rated mark that somewhat resembled a knife wound. From the
time he first began to speak, Ravi claimed that he had lived a
past life in another district of Kanauj where he had been
murdered. He even gave the proper name of his former father.
Ravi talked so incessantly about his past life that his present
father tried beating him to get him to stop, but the boy’s
memories kept on flowing into his mind. The truth of the mat-
ter was that, on July 19, 1951 the young son of Sri Jagewash
Prasad (the man identified by Ravi) had been murdered while
playing near his house. The boy’s throat had been slashed and
he was then beheaded by a relative and an accomplice. Two
suspects were apprehended by the local police. They confess-
ed, but had to be released on a technicality. Jagewash Prasad
later talked with Ravi at length, and became convinced that the
boy was familiar with details of his son’s death about which
he alone was knowledgeable.

This case is fairly representative of extracerebral memory
cases at their best. Dr. Stevenson has collected over 2000 such
reports, and has published detailed analyses of about sixty-five
of them.There are three features that crop up in these cases that
point specifically to reincarnation: (1) The children usually
possess paranormally derived information about the ‘‘donor’’
personalities; (2) they sometimes bear birthmarks or other marks
seemingly inherited from their previous lives, and (3) quirks
in their behavior can often be traced back to idiosyncratic
behavior patterns typical of the deceased.

With so many cases of such high quality in hand, you might
be thinking that the case for reincarnation would be considered
‘‘proved.’’ But I found that it wasn’t...and not by a long shot. To
begin with, I found that these impressive and veridical cases
of past-life recall are actually very rare. They turn up now and
again in a huge body of cases that are mostly worthless. Many
of these less-than-impressive cases prove to be the result of fan-
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tasy and play-acting on the part of the child, yet these cases
read identical in pattern to those cases than turn out verifiable.
So what we may be dealing with is a psychological phenomenon
that, on rare occasion, become reinforced with paranormally
derived information. Some scholars have suggested that perhaps
the child first creates the fantasy, and then uses his/her psychic
powers to gather up information genuinely pertinent to a once-
living individual.

This theory might strike you as pretty far-fetched, but even
cases of genuine extracerebral memory conceivably point
somewhat in this direction. Dr. Stevenson has published at least
one truly anomalous case from India in which the child recall-
ed living a previous life in a neighboring town. The problem
with this case was that the ‘‘donor’’ person was still alive when
the child was born. He had died when the child was three
years old.

The child began talking about his *‘past-life’’ after almost dy-
ing from a near-fatal illness that overtook him at that time,
perhaps indicating a phenomenon akin to ‘‘possession’’ rather
than reincarnation. On the other hand, Dr. Stevenson’s most
elaborate case was his detailed investigation of an even more
curious report that came from Lebanon. This one was pro-
blematic since Dr. Stevenson discovered that two children, at
different times, recalled the same past life. If that weren’t
enough, one of the children seemed to be recalling his past life
by molding together information drawn from the lives of two
people who had been relatives. Certainly this case doesn’t con-
form to the idea of simple reincarnation.

Supporters of the reincarnation belief who point to Dr. Steven-
son’s research like to call attention to his birth-mark cases (such
as Ravi’s) as representing the best proof of reincarnation. But
even within this body of cases there exist problems with which
we have to contend. For example, cases are occasionally
reported from India in which young children claim past lives
as popular deities or legendary heroes. They will sometimes
be born with peculiar birthmarks that will match ones easily
discernible on public statues of these imaginary personalities!
We dare not suggest that these cases represent genuine examples
of reincarnation, yet they conform to the same pattern — avec
birthmarks — as do most other cases of extracerebral memory.
Sometimes these children will even display sophisticated and
precocious information about the gods and heroes they claim
to have been!

It should be obvious by now that the phenomenon of extra-
cerebral memory cannot in itself serve as proof of reincarna-
tion. Some of the cases in the literature point in that direction.
But a careful examination of the published evidence suggests
that these cases may be resulting from a complex set of dynamics
other than straight-forward rebirth. [

So while studying the evidence for reincarnation, it started
becoming clear to me that what is generally considered the *‘best
evidence’’ really isn’t. That conclusion placed me in rather a
predicament, so I decided to change my research strategy. Why
not consider that body of evidence usually dismissed as evidence
for reincarnation by both psychologists and parapsychologists,
I thought? Maybe I could find something there that other resear-
chers had ignored or failed to see. This course of action brought
me right back to that old standby, the study of hypnosis and
hypnotic regression cases. Finding myself studying these cases
came as quite a surprise, since the subject of past-life regres-
sion is no longer considered too kindly by critical students of
the reincarnation issue. The poor reputation that hypnosis has
earned as a tool in reincarnation research has probably been
best summed up by Dr. Leonard Zusne and Dr. Warren H.
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Jones in their text Anomalistic Psychology. They write that,
*“...because suggestion is part of hypnosis, suggesting that the
subject go back beyond the point of his or her own birth and
examine his or her previous lives achieves precisely that result
— the subject all too willingly proceeds to do just that. This,
however, is no proof of reincarnation. The cases that have been
thoroughly investigated show beyond the shadow of a doubt that
one is dealing with hypnotic hypermnesia [improved recall]
coupled with the subject’s unconscious wish for exhibition, for
romance to liven up a drab life, for fantasy as an ego-defense
mechanism, and similar psychological needs, all reinforced by
the hypnotist’s own beliefs in the reincarnation doctrine.”’

I don’t think very many psychologists and parapsychologists
would disagree with this assessment. The main problem with
regression work is that people undergoing hypnosis are prone
to exhibit a curious phenomenon called cryptomnesia, or ‘*‘hid-
den memory.’’ They will tend to weave together stories based
on all sorts of information they have picked up over the years
but have consciously forgotten. These stories will therefore be
filled with obscure but accurate pieces of information, but this
information can usually be traced to books previously read by
the subject.

I really didn’t think I would find much by studying the huge
mass of literature on reincarnation and hypnotic regression. But
the more I looked, the more impressed I became with the
evidence. Some cases can be found in literature that simply can’t
be explained by the theory of cryptomnesia. I eventually ex-
tracted five such cases, and later added one previously un-
published report to my small collection. (This case was
communicated privately to me by the physician who uncovered
it during his hypnotic work.) These cases represented a pretty
strong a priori case for reincarnation.

The case of George Field is somewhat of a classic, and it is
fairly representative of my six cases, in general. George was
ateenager in New Hampshire who was first regressed in 1975
by the late Loring G. Williams. Each time he was hypnotized,
George would become a Civil War farmer from Jefferson, North
Carolina named ‘‘Jonathan Powell.”” George proved himself
familiar with both the history and the geography of North
Carolina while hypnotized, and most of his information prov-
ed to be accurate. The climax of the case, however, came only
when Williams took him down to Jefferson and hypnotized him
in the presence of the town historian. She questioned him in
detail about his life and about some of the prominent townsfolk
of the 1860s. George, speaking as ‘‘Jonathan Powell,”” was
totally conversant with the lives of these people, where they
lived, and their financial status. Since the historian was discuss-
ing historically obscure people who lived over a century ago,
it is unlikely that George Field could ever have picked up his
information normally.

One case that I personally found even more impressive was
published in 1984, while I was actively engaged in my studies
on reincarnation. It was brought to public attention by Dr. Lin-
da Tarazi of Glenview, Illinois. Dr. Tarazi called her subject
‘‘Jane Doe’’ in the report she sent in to Fate magazine, since
she wanted to insure her privacy. Dr. Tarazi initiated her hyp-
notic work with Jane back in the 1970s. The young woman turn-
ed out to be an excellent subject, and invariably became
‘‘Antonia Micaela Ruiz de Prado’’ while entranced. This trance
personality claimed that she had been the daughter of a Spanish
military officer who lived in the 16th century. The story she
told was certainly colorful, and extended over her life in
England, Germany and Spain — where she ended up a prisoner
of the Inquisition. Dr. Tanazi’s initial reaction to the story was
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that it was ‘‘...interesting and romantic but it was not unduly
impressive.’’” She became more intrigued with the case, though,
when she realized how accurate her subject’s information turn-
ed out to be. Jane offered the names of several Spanish chur-
chmen and officers of the Inquisition during her trance sessions,
and especially while reliving her life in the city of Cuenca. Dr.
Tarazi was finally able to verify much of this information by
learning Spanish, going to Cuenca, and consulting 16th-century
town documents! The subject did not speak Spanish nor had
ever been to Spain.

Can these cases, then, be considered the ultimate proof of
reincarnation? To some people they probably will be, but I found
myself entertaining lingering doubts. When you really dig into
the literature on past-life regression, you begin to find the same
problems that hinder the study of extracerebral memory cases.
Some weird anomalies crop up that simply can’t be explained
by any theory of simple reincarnation. For example, I came
across two cases during the course of my studies in which the
hypnotic subjects constructed their past-life stories by combin-
ing incidents drawn from the lives of more than one once-living
person. Both of these subjects drew their information from the
lives of obscure individuals who were born with the same name,
but were otherwise unrelated. These cases are truly puzzling,
and it is difficult to determine how they came about. Cryp-
tomnesia really can’t explain them very well, but then neither
can reincarnation as we normally conceptualize it. Yet, any
cohesive explanation for past-life regression cases must be able
to explain both the best cases as well as these curiosities.

So once again my search for proof continued in even more
far-fetched directions. These included the study of ‘‘cures’’ im-
plemented through past-life therapy, often reported by
psychologists and psychiatrists who use hypnosis in their prac-
tices. Some of these cases read rather impressively. Several
clinicians claim that they have cured long-standing phobias or

' behavior problems by making their clients confront the past-

life incidents that gave rise to them. Some of these cases in-
volve types of problems that do not normally respond to con-
ventional psychotherapy — such as egodystolic homosexuality. *
I also found a few cases in the early literature on LSD research
and LSD therapy that look like genuine examples of past-life
memory. This is an area of research and literature usually
overlooked by writers and even researchers interested in rein-
carnation.

So just where did my search for proof eventually lead me? By
the end of my investigations, I certainly didn’t find any ultimate
or unchallengeable proof of reincarnation. But I did uncover
an impressive body of evidence that pointed, as a whole, in that
direction. Certainly something of cosmic importance is being
revealed in these cases that should be of interest and impor-
tance to us. The real problem was that, frankly, I ended up com-
ing to the conclusion that the whole way in which we usually
conceptualize reincarnation may be fundamentally in error. We
here in the West take a rather simplistic approach to the sub-
ject, often based on a rather naive understanding of Eastern
thought — the very cradle of the reincarnation doctrine. Few
of us ever take into consideration the simple fact that many world
religions offer competing and contradictory doctrines of rebirth.
For example, some schools of Hindu thought talk about the rein-
carnation of the soul, while Buddhism rejects the very existence
of a permanent self. This religion talks only of rebirth of a per-
son’s cravings and personality patterns. Even within Hindu

(continued on the next page)
*These are cases where the client him/herself finds this pattern of sexual
adaptation unacceptable. It does not refer to homosexuality per se.
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Spontaneous Psychokinesis In A
Sealed Bottle At Skyrim Farm

by Dr. John Thomas Richards

Skyrim Farm, several miles north of Columbia, Missouri, on
Wagon Trail Road, has been the site of many paranormal happen-
ings associated with Dr. John G. Neihardt’s Society for Research
in Rapport and Telekinesis (SORRAT) since the late Dr. Neihardt
formed this psi-study group in September of 1961. Along with target
object levitations, astral-body experiments with such mediums as
Joseph F. Mangini and Stephen W. Snider, and a whole range of
paranormal mental and physical manifestations of psi, sealed-
container tests by William Edward Cox of the FRNM and other
parapsychologists have yielded a vast and variegated amountof in-
formation about the spontaneous occurrence of physical effects
which could not be caused by known physical forces. Dr. Neihardt’s
long-time friend, Dr. Joseph Banks Rhine, became interested in
the SORRAT experiments in 1966, and advised Neihardt on the
construction of various observation boxes, larged sealed transparent
cubes in which psychokinesis of target objects could be monitored
for temperature changes, emission of radiation, and other effects,
as well as being photographed during SORRAT experimental ses-
sions. In 1969, Rhine sent his chief psychokinesis-measurement
specialist and field agent, W.E. Cox, to Skyrim to observe the psi
activity there. This led Cox and his wife, Louise, to move to
Missouri, where he could study and report on continuing psi

phenomena, as I have described in SORRAT: A History of the .

Neihardt Psychokinesis Experiments, 1961-1981 (The Scarecrow
Press, Metuchen, New Jersey, 1982.)

Since 1981, various experimenters have copied Cox’s techniques,
with mixed results. Those who have left various tests for PK at
Skyrim Farm have obtained a variety of both positive and negative
results; quite simply, some experiments worked, and some did not.
Most recently, Fred L. of Missouri set up a typical sealed-bottle
PK experiment which finally proved a success, although not dur-
ing a SORRAT group session at Skyrim.

On June 17, 1988, I was present when Fred L.’s test bottle was
placed on the cluttered dresser in the study just off the livingroom
at Skyrim Farm, with the permission of Mrs. Alice Neihardt
Thompson, Dr. Neihardt's daughter and owner of Skyrim Farm
Stables. Mrs. Thompson is the present head of SORRAT and per-
manent resident at the farmhouse where most of the SORRAT ex-
periments have taken place since 1961.

This test bottle was an ordinary Pepsi-cola single-serving con-
tainer with a screw-top lid, with the label removed so that the con-
tents of the bottle could be clearly observed. Into the bottle, Fred
L. had place four paper clips, four open safety pins, a slip of blank
paper, a piece of graphite from a lead pencil, a red pipestem cleaner
and a green pipestem cleaner. The cap of the botle had been brush-

(continued from preceding page)

thought there exists competing schools of reincarnation belief.
Some philosophical doctrines preach that reincarnation is a pro-
cess of spiritual purification, while this idea is actively decried
by other Hindu traditions. Some world religions even teach that
only part of the personality reincarnates, while the rest does not.

So, after grappling with the reincarnation issue for two years,
I finally came to the guarded conclusion that rebirth of some
sort can best explain the evidence. But I could never figure out
Jjust what specific concept of rebirth the evidence tended to docu-
ment. I could speculate, but could do nothing more.

Today, I still remain both intrigued and puzzled by the
evidence. '
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ed with epoxy glue upon its interior threads and screwed firmly
in place. Then a unique grey enamel had been used as a dip; the
cap and about an inch of the bottle had been dipped into the enamel,
which had been allowed to harden, forming a simple, tamper-proof
seal for the test container. This bottle remained on the table-top
of the dresser at Skyrim, along with several other test containers
by other psi researchers, such as Dr. Peter Phillips, W.E. Cox, Dr.
Berthold E. Schwarz and others.

Nothing happened in this bottle during SORRAT experiments,
such as the one during while Cox’s coffeebox markings occurred,
and when the McConnell postcard exited from Dr. Schwarz’s sealed

jar, in which there were also pipestem-cleaner bendings and other
effects.

However, as Mrs. Thompson has related many times, more spon-
taneous psi occurs at Sky rim than occurs during controlled experi-
ment sessions. This has increased in frequency since Dr. Neihardt’s
early experiments, in which effects usually occurred only when
the Sorrats were meeting as a group, and which led us to suspect
that the psi energy was a creation of our minds in rapport with one
another and amplifying the psi effects. By the early 1970s, however,
we could no longer hold to only this hypothesis, for once psi began
occurring, especially but not only psychokinetic effects in and out
of sealed boxes and other containers, we found that the PK occur-
red whether or not we were holding a SORRAT session, and
whether or not anyone was even in the farmhouse or nearby.

Significantly, as Dr. James McClenon reported in his and his
wife Wendy’s The SORRAT Newsletter (Winter 1988 issue, 1001
Jones Avenue, Elizabeth City, North Carolina), a paranormally
producedentity lettertoldFred L. inthe fall of 1988 thatthere would
be a bending of the pipestem cleaners in his test bottle at Skyrim,
because he believes in the reality of the entities. Although no precise
date for this phenomenon was given in Fred L's entity letter, the
implication was that this would occur before the following spring.

On December 17, 1988, my wife and I visited Skyrim Farm and
talked with Alice Thompson on an evening when no SORRAT ex-
periment was being held. We found that there had, indeed, been
spontaneous psychokinesis in Fred L’s test bottle, about two weeks
earlier, at a time when there was no psi session in progress, and
when nobody was especially interested in that particular test bot-
tle. Alice Thompson was not really aware of precisely when the
spontaneous PK occurred, but knew that it was not when anyone
had been present to observe or influence what happened, just as
had been the case for many other spontaneous ring linkages and
other test-container PK events. I stress that whathappened was in-
dependent of the conscious attention of the Sorrats; the group and,
so far as anyone can tell, no individual psychic in the group, was
consciously willing phenomena to occur in that particular bottle,
orany other testcontainer at Skyrim, at the time when it occurred.

I saw that the red and green pipestem cleaners in the sealed bot-
tle had bent and twisted together. Also, the safety pins had snap-
ped shut and linked together like a bracelet, and the piece of graphite
had printed on the slip of card paper, “FRIEND FRED, DO GOOD
ANDHELPOTHERS.B.E., J.G.N.,” whichinitials we associated
with the Sioux holy-man Black Elk and his good friend, Dr. John
G. Neihardt.

Later, I learned that Fred L. had examined his test bottle and
affirmed that the seal was unbroken. He welcomed examination
of the test bottle by any other qualified researcher to verify the reality
of this paranormal phenomenon.
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The Tatzelwurm
—Mythical Animal or Reality?

by Luis Schonherr

(Part I of Il Parts)

While reading Ulrich Magin’s article on European dragons' long-
buried memories of my childhood suddenly cropped up in my mind.
I remembered the long winter evenings when father used to enter-
tain us with storytelling, that subtle art being ousted more and more
by the media, specifically by television. One of his favorite tales
described how a young herdsman encountered an abominable
“Tatzelwurm” while picking Edelweiss for his sweetheart.
Although I have thus imbibed Tatzelwurm lore at early infancy I
can not claim to have been *Tatzelwurm conscious’ in my later
life. And I could hardly foresee then that an article in an American
periodical would bring this topic to my attention more than fifty
years later.

Abstract

The purpose of this treatise on the so-called Tatzelwurm is to
present and, at least, partly discuss:

®a representative section of the literature on the subject,

®a catalogue of about 160 sightings together with detailed case
histories for some of the entries,

esome of the arguments against and in favor of the Tatzelwurm
hypothesis (TWH)? and the history of the Tatzelwurm debate.

No definite conclusions regarding the TWH are suggested.
Science automatically discards hypotheses that cannot be tested.
While this is understandable from the viewpoint of the economics
of science, the late Charles Fort? always stressed the temporary
and questionable character of all human knowledge. Ifa hypothesis
cannot be tested it should not be definitely “damned.” Instead it
should be granted a sort of intermediate state, i.e. judgement should
be suspended in such cases? The following article must be taken
in this sense.

Introduction

What’s in a Name?

There is always a certain danger in giving a name to a thing not
yet adequately described, because a name suggests identity which
in turn can only be defined by description. It doesn’t matter what
an observer calls a thing, but how he describes it. Yet, oftenaname
implies a sort of description, albeit a very rough and rudimentary
one. Thus it is, perhaps, appropriate on first approach to have a
look at some of the various names the Tatzelwurm has been given.
Below, I have listed them in the form of a table, together with a
translation and one source mentioning it. Note that in the Alps the
term “‘wurm’’ (literally, worm) in former times has frequently been
used for “snake.” Popular etymology is often not very precise thus
posing many traps. Names marked by an asterisk have also been
used for scientifically known or for mythical reptiles. [Part II]

Case Histories
1673.b. Italy/TS:Lago Nambino/Madonna d.Camp.

A dragon living in Lake Nambino 2 kilometers west of Santa
Madonnadi Campiglio, used to devour sheep, goats and, once, even
a herdsman. A bear hunter, who managed to shoot the animal,went
mad. Around 1850 the carcass or the head and an alleged egg of
the dragon were still displayed in the church of Santa Madonna di
Campiglio. Later, during reconstruction, they were thrown away.

According to a more recent version herdsmen at Lake Nambino
noticed that cows returning to the sheds in the evening had already
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been milked. They observed an animal coming out of a crevice and,
clinging to the foot of a cow, was sucking milk from its udder. The
animal was shot and exhibited in the church of Campiglio.
Meusburger considers this second version a modern explanatory
myth and suggests the carcass might have been an artificially
reshaped animal (a Jenny Haniver, so to say).’

1750.x. Italy/TS:Sonnenberg/Bad Salt/Martell

The animal in this case was repeatedly seen. Its size and form
was that of a cat but the snout was a bit elongated, its tail flat and
pointed. Apparently it was hairless because the informant is in-
clined to consider it as a lizard or perhaps a snake. In front it had
two paws and imprints in wet soil showed they must have had clut-
ches. When moving slowly it used the two paws, dragging its hind
quarters. In pursuing prey it moved in jerks, arching its back. Go-
ing downhill it retracted its paws, dashing along like an arrow,
scarcely touching the ground. Once it was observed catching a rab-
bit. In spite of repeated and careful observations only two paws
were ever seen.$

1779. Austria/S:Mosener Leitstube/Unken

According to oral tradition and a short text on a painted wayside
shrine or votive tablet on the way to the Schwarzbach gorge near
Unken, a farmer was attacked by two Tatzelwurms while picking
berries in the so-called Moserer Leitstube. He fled in panic and
died at the Thalbruck pass leading into the Heuthal (hay valley).
I have found three different reproductions of this votive tablet. In
the allegedly oldest and “‘most faithful” one, (a print [see illustra-
tion] is now in the museum “Haus der Natur at Salzburg), the
farmer lies half on his belly with his face visible in profile. With
the left hand he holds his nose apparently in an attempt to protect
himself from the (presumably poisonous) breath of the Tatzelwurms
which can be seen in the background crawling on a rock. (see also
MAg/16). These Tatzelwurms havetails, two pairs of feet, speckl-
ed skin and forked tongues (or is it fire?) coming out of their mouths.
If the perspective is rendered correctly (in this type of artwork this
is often not the case) the size of the Tatzelwurms must have been
in the orr'her of meters. On a newer version of the tablet the text
reads: “In sudden terror died here, pursued by jumping worms,
Hans Fuchs from Unken 1779.” According to Eck/178 a few years
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before 1898, a votive tablet in memory of a similar occurrence could
still be seen at the entrance to the Schidergraben, Salzburg.

The original votive tablet of the Fuchs case is either lost or has
been painted over. Flucher thinks the existing versions of the tablet
cannot be relied on and considers even the victim’s name ques-
tionable. It is also doubtful that an artist, relying on hearsay and
tradition, was at all able to paint the Tatzelwurms true to nature
(FLu4/497).

1800.x. Austria/T:Mols See/Wattental

The MGols See is a small alpine lake at 2,200 meters above sea
level and 17 kilometers SE of Innsbruck. While hunting, a gunsmith
from the town of Hall came across a “‘crocodile’ here and shot it.
Before itdied it bitthe hunter inthe arm, which remained partially
paralyzed.

1811.05. Switzerland: Im Boden/Haslital

On a very hot morning a teacher was checking sheep near a barn.
The sun was shining brightly through the door onto the inner wall
and there, under the crib, he perceived an ugly animal, nearly 1.80
meters long and thicker than a man’s thigh. On its two stud-like
feet, 13 centimeters long and 50 centimeters apart, it rose to a height
of 30 centimeters and looked at the teacher. Its eyes were as big
as those of a large hen and its forked tongue darted about. Its head
was like a snake’s head but broader, more flat and it had noturned-
up nose. On its back the worm had short, thin hair but no comb.
*“For the time of two Lord’s Prayers,” as the teacher said, they looked
at each other. Then the observer fled, horror-struck, as fast as
he could.

1826.x. Austria/T:Mt. Hinterhorn/Kitzbiihel

One day a boy, who had regularly been sent to the Limmer-
biihel alp for pails of butter and curd, didn’t return. The next day
he was found beside the path leading to the alp. While he had
tossed away his ‘Kraxl’ (a wooden yoke to carry the pails), his
dead body showed several bites on it.

Bears and wolves were already considered extinct in the region
but some people had allegedly seen a big lizard. The most impulsive
hunters began a search for the monster which they called
“Hockwurm’ and allegedly succeeded in killing it. Around 1870
a faded votive tablet could still be seen at the place showing a pic-
ture of the monster (*‘rather according to the painter’s imagination”
as the informant remarks).

1833.b. Austria/U:Gambsfeld/Gosau

A young man was climbing throughrocks when suddenly, from
under his hands, a wild animal emerged. It was of a fair, silver-
grey color with three dark, elongated spots on its back. Its head
was snake-like, and its body as thick as a man’s arm. It was more
than 2 feet long and blunt at the rear. The animal had four short,
hardly noticeable, feet but it moved rather agilely. When it fled,
the man struck at it with his alpenstock [walking stick] whereupon
it bounded up onto the cane and bit him in the hand. He was able
to kill the thing but then he felt a burning pain and his arm swelled
up. Back athome a surgeon declared the bite poisonous and advis-
ed himto have the arm amputated. The man, however, did not agree
to this and recovered after several months.
1845.x. Germany/B:Mt. Watzmann

Twoboys 12 yearsold, intending to observe woodchucks as they
had already often done earlier, were climbing around in rubble
when they saw, on a stone, an animal they had never seen before.
It had a flat-pressed head and a blunt tail and was nearly as long
and as thick as a man’s arm. Its color was reddish, “‘shimmering
in the sun as if studded with nothing but little starlets.” The boys
didn’t remember whether there were feet. When they began to throw
stones at the animal it rose *‘straight as an arrow’” and pursued them
spitting and in jumps 3 '2 meters long as they fled, running at right

Volume 22, No. 1

angles to the slope.
A hunter later told them that they were lucky to have reacted so
and admonished them ‘“‘never again to hurt” a ‘“Bergstutzen.”

1845.09. Austria/T:Pillersee/S. Ulrich/S. Adalari

For a period of more than a month a snake, measuring 42 meters
long by 13 centimeters thick and moving in “perpendicular” un-
dulations, was repeatedly seen by several peoplenear a brook be-
tween St. Ulrich and St. Adalari, 17 kilometers NE of Kitzbiihel,
Tyrol. Allegedly, it had killed two sheep. It was shot at twice but,
if hit, was only wounded.

1857.b. Austria/T: Wurmbachtal/Innsbruck

The Wurmbach, a small brook, originates in the mountain range
of the Nordkette, four kilometers north of Innsbruck, at an altitude
of 1,100 meters. In the middle of the last century several people
(1827.x., 1853.x.) claimed to have observed in this region a “Murbl,”
a peculiar animal 45 centimeters long and as thick as a
“Fatschenkind™® or as a man’s thigh, reddish and spotted, like
Turkish Pers (a textile then fashionable with women). Others con-
fused it with a “‘Fatschenkind” because the roundness of its head
was similar to that of a child.
1881.s. Austria/St:Mitterndorf

Two men were climbing up a rocky slope when suddenly one
of them saw a grey animal on a rock and at the same level as his
head, only half a meter away. Atthe same moment the animal unroll-
edandcrawledslowly intoa little cave nearby. It was 60 centimeters
long, as thick as a forearm and had a blunt tail. Its skin was grey
with fine scales “like a ring snake.” In front, a short strong pair
of paws 2.5 centimeters long, could distinctly be seen. Besidesthat,
the animal seemed to have had two or three pairs of hindlegs.
Remarkable, too, were its broad nose and big eyes with prominent
eyebrows.

1883-4.07. Austria/T:Mt. Spielberg

An animal like a large lizard with a short tail, 30 centimeters
long and as thick as a forearm was seen for 20 minutes from a
mountain restaurant. The witness gave the animal a wide berth
when it assumed a threatening position, but could observe it for
some time. He was positive that it had no hindlegs. Its skin was
green-brown, bare or delicately scaled, peering at him witha sharp
and terrif ying gaze. The witness was sure that he hadn’t confus-
ed the thing with any other known alpine animal.

1884.08.e. Austria/St: Gollingraben/Irdning

A 13-year-old lad was having vacation together with his father
on an alp, where the keeper warned them of the “Bergstutz”” which
had, allegedly, fatally bittena dairy maid the year before.® One day
when the boy, after searching for Edelweiss, had reached the bot-
tom of a wall, an abominable animal crawled toward him to within
just 2 meters away. It was 50 to 60 centimeters long, as thick as
an upper arm and tapered towards the tail. In front it had two
*“dachshund legs” turned outward. No hindlegs were seen although
the boy didn’t deny that such could have been present but hidden
by the body. Its skin was bare and of a brown-reddish-grey color.
Specifically striking were its fixed gaze, its aggressiveness and the
spitting and snorting of the animal. No odor was noticed although
the keeper claimed the animal had a penetrating, foul exhalation.
The boy ranaway as fast as he could leaving behind his shoes and
jacket, which the keeper had to retrieve later.
1893.s. Austria/U:Stodertal/Totes Gebirge

On a hot summer day a 17-year-old girl was walking her dog
who suddenly attacked an ugly, unknown animal that defended itself
by swinging around and slapping its tail, and spitting. The girl fear-
ing for her dog threw a stone at the animal killing it at once. Now
she was able to examine the thing calmly. It was 30to 35 centimeters
long and in the middle of its body it was 4 to S centimeters thick.
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Its head was triangular and of a repulsive ugliness with protruding,
dark gleaming eyes. It had a long throat, very large nostrils and
feet like a lizard but more plump. The skin was like crocodile
skin, with a color of dry earth, that was rough with sporadic bristly
hairs on its back. The animal was not emaciated but yet it looked
shabby. The girl left thecadaver where it was. Her former teacher
suspected a ‘‘Bergstutz’’ when she narrated the event to him.

1894.b. Austria/S:Ennstal, H. Lackner

Count Platz, owner of a property near Radstadt, Salzburg, was
told the following by a professional hunter in his service:

The hunter was approaching a narrow footbridge over the Enns
river when he became aware of a weasel on the other bank, also
going towards the bridge. Suddenly the weasel stopped short and
then the hunter noticed the cause for this. In the middle of the foot-
bridge a “‘Heckwurm’ ' lay coiled up. The weasel ranto a meadow
nearby, where the hunter observed it making jumps now and then.
It then returned with a root in its mouth and threw it on the
Heckworm, which immediately disintegrated into pieces. The count
admonished the hunter and told him to tell the truth, but he assured
the count, upon his word and salvation, that he had not lied.

1895.b. Austria/St:Donnersbachwald?, carter

In a similar case to the one above: Draught horses refused to pro-
ceed onabridge. A ‘‘wormr-like animal” (Bergstutz or a snake) lay
on one of the bridge beams. While the carter was still undecided
what to do a weasel came by with a leaf in its mouth, and putting
it on the “‘wurm,” the weasel gave a loud whistle whereupon the
“wurm” broke asunder at its mid section.'!

1901.x. Austria/S:Upper Murtal

A farmer searching for lost sheep observed a *“‘Bergstutz” bask-
ing in the sun 15 paces distant. It was at least 1 meter long with
a head like a cat but with a broad mouth, and a color like that of
a toad or lizard, with no hair but large scales or something like
‘“plates” and most certainly with no hindlegs.'> The animal pro-
duced a whistle-like sound (similar to that of a woodchuck) in get-
ting ready to attack the witness, who fled.

1907-8.s. Austria/St:Murau

On a hot summer afternoon a hunter had to pass a rocky place
known for its abundance of snakes at 1,700 meters altitude. Sud-
denly he heard subdued lingual sounds and he perceived beside
him in the talus a “‘worm-like” animal, 40 to 50 centimeters long
and black with yellow spots. The animal quickly put its front and
hindlegs together, and jumped at the hunter. Drawing his hunting
knife he stepped back in order to get out of the line of attack, at
the same time stabbing the animal four or five times. Apparently
severely wounded it fell or fled into a crevice and several attempts
to get it out were as unsuccessful as was lying in wait for the thing
several times later. The animal was 5 to 6 centimeters thick and
due to the speed of its movement its head and tail were hard to
distinguish. Its head was large and in its mouth teeth could be seen,
““larger thanthose of a snake.” Its four feet were short, and its skin
smoothand very tough. The length of its jumps were 2 to 3 meters.
The hunter supposed it must have had its young nearby, otherwise
it wouldn’t have attacked him that quickly.

1908.s. Austria/T:Kufstein

The witnesses inthis case are a Dr. Ing. Hermann Frauenfelder
and his father, a professor of natural sciences. The men were in
a pathless area west of Kufstein, Tyrol, climbing up a crevice. Sud-
denly the son moved inand in the hollow thus created they perceived,
on one side, a hole approximately 25 centimeters in diameter, from
which a reptile’s tail, 60 to 70 centimeters long was protruding.
The tail was 10to 12 centimeters thick in a circular cross section.
Both men seized the animal and tried to get it out of the hole, but
the thing dragged them towards the hole. Now they began to feel
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uncanny, as they realized it had to be a rather large animal for it
to develop such a force. Yet the son tried to provoke it by beating
its tail, but without success. After ten minutes the animal disap-
peared in the hole. The tail was cool to the touch, stiff like a cable
and hard like a well-inflated tire. The witnesses felt the animal must
have been 160 to 180 centimeters long. It didn’t crawl like a snake,
i.e. by muscular contractions, but rendered the impression it mov-
ed with the help of feet, although they could see none. *“It was no
winding movement, but a dragging one” the witnesses said
(Flu4/502-503).
1908.06.10 Austria/St:Mt. Strickberg/Preuneggtal

The informant remembers, that as a boy he and his father arriv-
ed at the right moment to see an alleged *‘Bergstutzen” that had
bitten a lumberjack, who then had slain it. The lumberjack died
in spite of medical treatment. The animal was 30to 35 centimeters
long and had the shape of a large lizard with a broad head and mouth.
It had only one pair of legs, five centimeters behind its head and
“turned outward like those of a dachshund.” The animal was not
hairy, but smooth and of a dark, copper-red color. According to
another source, which doesn’t mention a fatal result, the animal
was black, and “the forelegs were a bit longer than those at the
rear” (from which one must infer that it had four legs)
(Flu4/504.62).

1914.05. Yugoslavia/S:Dobrowa/Postojna=Adelsberg

On a hot day a soldier noticed a peculiar animal shaped like a
crocodile beside a stone. Threatened, it rose on its hind legs, roll-
ed its eyes and bared its teeth. It was 25 to 35 centimeters long and
8 centimeters thick. Its head was round with large reddish eyes.
It had strong legs, with long clutches. The tail had a length of 20
centimeters (It is not clear whether this 20 centimeters have to be
counted extra or not). Its body was grey and green, very scaly and
had a peculiar odor.

The soldier threw his battle jacket over it, wrapped it up and
quickly tied up the sleeves. At the same time the animal cawed
and cried horribly. Immediately, a larger animal of the same kind
appeared in the vicinity. The soldier, fearing an attack, dropped
his bundle and threw stones at the animal which then disappeared
growling between the rugged rocks. When the soldier showed the
catch to his commander the latter remarked: ‘“‘Oh brother, fortune
favors fools, that’s the Tatzelwurm, most dangerous and venomous
because of the surface of its skin.” For a while the animal was kept
in a box. It ate mice, toads and ring snakes. Many of the native
inhabitants regarded it as a *‘genuine Tatzelwurm.” Then the soldier
was ordered to hand it over to the Bezirkshauptmannschaft in
Adelsburg (then an Austrian administrative district). There, alleged-
ly, it was also considered a Tatzelwurm and, as the witness thinks,
probably was killed and prepared. Two months later war broke
out and, thereafter, it was apparently no longer possible to trace
the whereabouts of this specimen.

1914.s. Italy/TS:Marlinger Berg

While plowing, a farmer roused an animal which then jumped
to and fro in front of his oxen. A farm hand, leading them, tried
to slay it with his inverted whip stick. At that moment the animal
made an incredibly long leap, disappearing behind a wall of stones,
15 meters distant without having touched the ground in between.
The animal was 30 centimeters long, 5 centimeters thick and had
a short tail. Its head was round and frog-like. It had only two front
legs which always moved simultaneously. Its color was black with
larger yellow spots. Neither before nor thereafter had the farmer
ever seen such an animal.

1914 07. Italy/TS:Braien/Tiersertal/Ritztal

A boy of nine and his younger brother and sister came across
an unknown animal they had never seen before nor since. It had
a large head with protruding eyes, the rear of the body was short
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and it was perhaps 50 centimeters long. ““Itlooked like a head with
a pointed body” the boy later said. On each side of the animal the
children perceived a 90-centimeter-long green snake,respectively,
each of which apparently were fighting with . .th animal. All three
creatures moved across to the edge of the field and disappeared.
1920.f. Austria/T:Atterkar/otztal

At the Atter glacier 5 kilometers NE of Solden some hunters found
a peculiar animal, partly frozen in the ice. They cut off a hindleg
intending to use it as carrion for foxes. Back at Solden they told
of their discovery. After some days an innkeeper and a hunter climb-
ed up to the place and dug the animal out. It was 1 meter long with
a skin “‘like a stockfish.” Its head,as long as a hand, had no ears.
Its set of teeth consisted of incisors and molars, with a gap in bet-
ween. Behind the head there were a sort of fins or gills as long
as a finger and broad as a hand. They seemed to replace the fore-
legs which were missing. The remaining hindleg showed no
development of a foot. The carcass felt and smelled like a dried
salt-water fish. The innkeeper took the carcass home where it was
allegedly seen by many natives and foreign guests. Although he
had intended to bring it to Innsbruck for an expert examination he
forgot todososeveral times. On July 31, 1921 hishouse was damaged
by a land slide. In the confusion or during the clearing work the
carcass was lost.
1921. Austria/C:Maria Rain

A railway official claimed to have repeatedly seen animals with
ahead like a crocodile, but with six feet instead of four. The natives
in the region called them *“Kuscha.””!3 One such day an animal,
amale,'* was run over by a train and could be examined. The thing
was 40 centimeters long and 35 millimeters thick. The head and
back wereblue, the belly grey and the skinsnake-like. In its mouth
it had many pointed teeth, two larger ones in the upper and lower
jaw,respectively. The eyes were big and yellow, the pupils like that
of a cat. From this, the informant concluded that the animal would
hunt for prey at night.

1921.s. Austria/S:Hochfilzenalm/Rauris
A poacher and an alpine herdsman were still huntingat an altitude
above 2,000 meters when they observed, on a rock, an animal look-
ing at them “with a terrifying, sharp, hypnotizing gaze.” The
poacher lifted up his rifle; shot quickly. At the same moment the
animal jumped in a giant arch, 3 meters high and 8 meters long
towards the men, who then fled. It was grey in color, 60 to 80 cen-
timeters long, as thick as an arm, with a head like that of a cat and
as big as a fist. No neck was visible and its tail was thick but abruptly
tapered off “‘like a turnip.”” The witnesses were sure that the animal
had only two front legs standing out from the body, as could been
seen specifically during the jump.
1922.x. Italy/TS:St. Pankraz/Ultental
A girl of twelve was playing in a wooded area. Suddenly her
sister began to cry terribly. When she ran towards her she saw, at
a distance of 2 to 3 meters crawling between the stones,ananimal
she had never seen before. It looked like a giant worm, at least 30
centimeters long, with twopaws behind its head and of a grey col-
or. The skin was notscaly buthad cross grooves like an earthworm.
Atfirst the children were so terrified that they didn’t think of runn-
ing away, but then they fled becausethey feared ““the animal would
jump at them.”
1924 x. Austria/S:Weisspriacher Lantschfeld/Murtal
An incomplete skeleton, consisting of the occiput, and the dor-
sal vertebrae with 4 to 5 centimeter-long ribs, measuring 1.2 meters
in length, was found. A large part of it still hung together but the
front head, the coccygeal vertebrae and bones of extremities were
missing. A student of veterinary medicine considered it the skeleton
of a roe deer. The informant however refused this explanation
because of the small ribs and the fact that neither pelvic nor humeral
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bones or bones of extremities were found. At the exact place where
the skeleton was discovered, two years later a 12-year-old shepherd
boy allegedly encountered a “monster, at least 2 meters long” (1926).
The boy was so frightened that he wouldn’t return to the alp again
that summer.

1927.b. Mongolia: Gobi desert

When the American paleontologist Andrews's applied for per-
mission to conduct an expedition through the Gobi desert in the
twenties the Mongolian prime minister asked him to catch, if possi-
ble, an “Allergorhai-Horhai.”” Andrews, had heard about the animal,
described as asortof sausage, 60 centimeters long, without a head
or legs. It was considered so poisonous that one would die at amere
touch of it. Andrews, eager for his dinosaurs agreed, should he
accidentally come across one. He suggested (with tongue in cheek,
perhaps) that he would use long metal prongs and dark goggles
so that the sight of such a poisonous creature wouldn’tharm him
(And/93-95). Unfortunately, Andrews never had an opportunity
to encounter the extraordinary animal.

1927.s. Austria/S:Leoganger Steinberge

Three lumberjacks observed an unknown animal at a distance
of 6 meters. Interviewed individually they gave the following
description:

The animal was 50 to 60 centimeters long, at least as thick as
an arm with a cat-like head and small delicate teeth, but without
visible ears. The body had neither hair nor scales but on its head
there were some bristles. Hindlegs were not seen, neither when
the animal wasbetween the dwarf pines nor when it jumped away.
It seemed to be very aggressive and its appearance was terrify-
ing, specifically its gaze. It produced spitting/whistling sounds
like an irritated cat.

1927-8. Italy/TS:Loberhof/Flaas/Tschogglberg

Father Trafojer, the investigator in this case first interviewed the
witness, Josef Reiterer, in 1937. One evening, late in the fall of
1927 or 1928, after the sun had already set, Reiterer was just com-
ing up from the mill with a flour bag on his back when he nearly

stepped upona “‘worm’’ lying on a stone in the middle of the path.
Reiterer shrank back one pace, thought the worm was sleeping
but suddenly the thing performed a ‘““Wappler,’'¢ and rose like a
snake to a threatening position, sitting “like a cat on its tail” in
a manner that less than half of its length remained on the ground.
At the same time it turned towards the farmer and then Reiterer
saw, distinctly, a number of paws on its belly. The front legs were
the largest, the others were diminishing in size towards the tail,
the last being “‘just as big as the teeth of a pit saw.” The paws were
equipped with a number of toes. Reiterer, with his flour bag, step-
ped back slowly, pace by pace, keeping a watchful eye on the worm.
The latter was only 40 centimeters long, as thick as a boy’s arm
and it had the shape of a wedge, with a small, thin tail at the end.

The strange, square head was on a thin, thumb-thick and very
movable neck 8 to 9 centimeters in length. In its open mouth a
pointed tongue was seen darting. Reiterer couldn’t tell whether it
was forked or not. He also couldn’t see ears, but its body was hairless
and rough like a big snail. The color of the body was a dark grey,
its belly a bit lighter. Reiterer could observe the worm for a while
until it went to one side and disappeared in the bushes. The move-
ment was ‘“‘winding like a salamander, simultaneously with all feet
on one side and then with all feet on the other.”

Father Trafojer visited Reiterer again in 1944 and a third time
in summer 1947. Athis request Reiterer produced two sketches,
one showing the animal in plain view, the other from the side.
In the first 7 or 8 pairs of paws are shown but, in the second, only
5. Reiterer had, however, not counted the paws, but he was
positive that the whole underside of the animal had been equip-
ped with them.
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1929.04.1. Austria/U:Tempelmauer/Mt. Landsberg

A teacher searching for the entrance to a cave observed in wet,
moldy leaves a snake-like animal 40 to 45 centimeters long and
2.5 centimeters thick. It had two stub-like feet on its chest. The
head was flat-pressed, its skin nearly white, without scales but
smooth. The animal didn’t move and stared at the witness with con-
spicuously large eyes. When he tried to seize it, the animal disap-
peared quickly into a nearby hole. The witness suggested it could
have been a rare species of a newt (or salamander?).

1929.05.1. Austria/T:Igls/Innbruck

While searching for lilies of the valley a merchant observed, in
a scarcely frequented place,"” what he called a “Lindwurm.” The
animal had a flat-pressed head, its snout being more broad than
pointed. Its eyes were like those of humans, lined black and its gaze
was uncanny “‘as if that of a devil.” A neck was recognizable, and
forelegs were distinctly visible, 5 centimeters long and turned in-
wards. No hindlegs were seen and there could hardly have been
such.

Its total length was 70 to 80 centimeters and behind its legs the
thing was approximately 5 centimeters thick. Its tail was blunt, the
body of a fair grey with a brown underside. When the observer
approached, the animal first remained in its position looking at the
observer. Then it turnedaround and crawled slowly into the under-
brush 2 meters distant. The observer repeatedly laid in wait for
it at different times of the day, but it was never seen again.

1931.b. Austria/St:Gesduse Mts.

A poacher observed an animal at a distance of 10 meters and
described it as follows: The ‘‘Bergstutzen’’ is 50 to 55 centimeters
long and has a round head with short ears. Its color is adark grey,
lined very dark on its back. It has only two forelegs, broad paws
like a dachshund and its appearance is frightening. At the rear
‘“it walks on the Stutzen,’’ i.e. on its tail, which is very thick,
and attheend pointed and bare. The animal is already nearly ex-
tinct, ‘‘but maybe somebody will get a glimpse of it in the most
severe of rock walls, as I met one on a wall so difficult it was
inconceivable that such an animal could get off.”’

1933. Austria/C:Spittal/Drau

Workers removing a stone wall found, in a hollow space, a
peculiar living animal accompanied by a number of snakes. It was
60 centimeters long, 5 to 6 centimeters thick, shaped like a roll
with a blunt rear end. Its head was as round as that of a cat, with
big eyes. Its gaze was described as frightening, angry, looking dag-
gers and as evil. In front it had two little, bowed legs. Whether
there were hindlegs the observers couldn’t tell for sure. (Meu3/82
speaks of four little legs). Its skin was dirty white with a yellow
tinge. Pushing a shovel underneath the animal and the snakes, the
workers threw them in the nearby Lieser river. The animal swam
across the river with remarkable velocity and was out of sight at
the other bank. A roadmender who came by claimed to have seen,
exactly at the same place, such an animal while mowing grass. It
was as thick as a man’s arm with an estimated weight of 5 to 7
kilograms. He was so terrified that he flung it into the river with
the scythe cradle (1924.06.).

1969.08. Italy/TS:Lengstein

In the summer of 1969 a man, native to the region, reported hav-
ing observed an animal *‘baby-thick, 70 centimeters long with two
hindlegs.” While looking at the observer the animal had inflated
its neck. It would have been easy for the witness to grab it but he
didn’t dare to do so, “‘for fear it could squirt out a poison.” An un-
named lady from Hannover, Germany, allegedly an academic per-
son and a zoologist, claimed to have seen the tracks of the animal
and was apparently keen to catch it alive or at least to get a photo
of it. Although she had set professional traps,'® the animal was always
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successful in avoiding them. She had also set up a camera, but lost
interest in the matter when it was stolen.

NOTES

1) See PURSUIT, Vol. 19, No. 1, 1986, pp. 16-22.

2) I'm using the term Tatzelwurm hypothesis (TWH) in the
supposition of the existence in the Alps of an animal species,
perhaps a reptilian variety or creatures with a worm-like
appearance, that is either unknown to science or not con-
sidered indigenous to the Alps.

3) There is no reference to the Tatzelwurm in the works of
Charles Fort, and I would be the last person to criticize this
fact. Until I began writing this article I was unaware of most
of the existing material even though I was bom and have
lived for six decades here in Austria — in a Tatzelwurm
“‘infested’’ country, so to say.

4) Charles Fort certainly would be delighted to leam that
modem psychology considers the inability to suspend judge-
ment, the all-or-nothing attitude, a pathological trait.

5) On the history of such fraud see Ley/91-94.

6) Franz Eberhofer, the informant in this case is the son of
witness Eberhofer in case (1849.06.7).

7) Natives to the area explained the presence of a crocodile
by the assumption that the Mols lake must have had or has
an underground connection with the sea.

8) A ‘‘Fatschenkind’’ wasn’t exactly a baby in swaddling
clothes as the term is understood today. It was a baby wrap-
ped up in a sort of long bandage so that it had to lie still,
unable to move its feet or arms. Today in toy museums such
dolls of that time can still be seen. They are often nothing
more than tumed cones made from wood, with the ban-
dages painted on.

9) Case (1883.). Apparently the girl was found dead. There
is no information whether she was actually bitten.

10) According to Hub/967 in Salzburg every big worm is call-
ed Heckwumm as, for examples, the adder, the blind worm
and, specifically, the ring snake.

11) A belief once held in the Tyrol states the weasel attacked
poisonous snakes by means of a lozenge, which it kept con-
cealed in its jaws (Kob/346).

12) Forelegs are not explicitly mentioned. The wording of the
report, however, suggests their presence.

13) The Slovenic name for lizard is ‘‘kuscar.’’ Maria Rain is
12 kilometers from the Austro-Yugoslavian border.

14) This sounds a bit suspicious. How many people are able
to distinguish the sex of reptiles?

15) Roy Chapman Andrews (1884-1960) was a paleontologist
and director of the American Museum of Natural History
in New York. He led expeditions to China and Mongolia
and became known for the discovery of many dinosaur
fossils.

16) This investigator thinks this idiomatic term is derived ‘‘from
the shaking movements of the mill’’ and thus would mean
that the ‘‘worm’’ started, i.e. that a tremble went through
the “‘worm’s’’ body.

17) Although this spot is only one kilometer from the center
of the famous winter sports resort of Igls it is, even today,
a rarely visited place.

18) This is the only known case where somebody has tried to
catch the animal by means of a trap, snare, etc.

Editor’s Note: Here in Part I Bergstutz, Allorgorhai Horhai,
Hockwurm, Kuschka and Lindwurm all refer to the Tatzelwurm.
A more complete list of names, definitions and sources will ap-

pear in Part II of this report. M
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Dowsing for Water
— Science or Superstition?
by Kenith W. Templin

His gnarled hands gripped the two amms of the forked stick
so tightly that his knuckles turned white. With measured steps,
he walked across the field until suddenly the far end of the stick
swung down with such force that it twisted off the bark. He
announced that this was the spot to drill for a good water well.
His past success rate for finding water was high enough that
people paid him for his services — for without such guidance
one’s chance of finding a well in this area was extremely poor.

This scene has been repeated countless times since the early
sixteen hundreds when the system was also used in Europe to
locate iron ore deposits. However, the U.S. Geological Socie-
ty scientists have concluded, after years of data collection and
study, that water dowing is not a reliable method of locating
groundwater.

Various designations have been assigned the procedure: water
witching, water divining, or water dowsing. The first term does
not refer to witchcraft, but to the fact that the forked stick must
be made of the springiest wood available. Webster’s dictionary
defines witch hazel as a most ‘‘pliant’’ wood. It is from the
dowser’s choice of this wood, that the phrase ‘‘witching’’ came
to be applied to the technique. However, the term most generally
used today is ‘‘water dowsing.”’

As an electrical engineer and physicist working for a large
pump manufacturing company, I have travelled extensively and
encountered many water dowsers who would, with great sinceri-
ty, show me how they found a particular water well location.
Ineach case the far end of the forked stick would ‘‘pull’’ down
with amazing forcefulness ‘‘pointing’’ to this very spot. I would
listen politely, but always thought to myself, ‘‘If that was a
straight stick and the far end bent down with such force, I would
believe that something pulled it down. But by holding two arms
of the fork one can do many things with it. Obviously these
dowsers are either good amateur geologists and the forked-stick
movement is just so much showmanship, or else they operate
in areas where there is a water table and it is impossible to drill
a dry hole.”’

Many years ago Roger Barron, manager of submersible elec-
tric pump sales for our company, told me of his experience with
water dowsing. He made a pair of L-shaped dowsing rods from
coat-hanger wire and demonstrated how, by holding the short
part of the ell loosely in each hand in a *‘pistol’’ grip position
with the long part of the ells pointing straight ahead, the wires
would swing horizontally and cross when over water. When
past that water, the wires would swing open and remain parallel.

Seeing Water Dowsing Work

We were outside the town of Chardon, Ohio, next to a golf
course, getting ready to install a submersible electric pump in
an artesian well which was flowing 50 gallons per minute
without a pump. The town wanted more water and more pressure
and had bought our submersible pump for the purpose.

The installers found that the hoisting crane was not tall enough
to handle the standard 20-foot pump-discharge-column pipes.
Consequently, they went back to town to get a larger crane.

Roger had joined me in order to witness the installation, so
to ‘“‘wile away the time’’ until the installer’s return, I got out
the dowsing rods that he had made the night before and asked
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him to find a spot on the green, characterless golf course where
these wires would work, mark it and then let me see if I could
find the same spot. (No one was playing golf because of the
inclement weather, so we had the countryside to ourselves.)
While he was doing this, I sat on a power-cable reel and look-
ed in the opposite direction from where he was working — for
I didn’t want to be subconsciously influenced by knowing where
he had been.

He finally tapped me on the shoulder and said, ‘‘Come over
here to the edge of the golf course, hold the wires pointing ahead
and parallel, relax and walk in a straight line towards that large
tree on the far side.”” As I started walking, I thought, ‘‘Even
if it does work, it will simply be that the wind had moved the
wires.”’ With this skeptically biased view, I was stunned to find
that suddenly the wires crossed with such positiveness that it
seemed that they had been pulled together with rubber bands!

I was so shocked that I stopped walking. Roger said, ‘‘Look
down at your feet.”’ I looked down and saw nothing but a dry
leaf and commented that there were numerous leaves around.
He said, ‘‘Look in detail at that leaf right at your foot.”’ As
I closely examined it, I saw that it was “‘staked’’ to the ground
with a short twig. This was his mark — something positive, yet
subtle enough that I couldn’t possibly have subconsciously
zeroed in on it.

Before the day was over, eight different people tried it (each
without having seen a demonstration) and the wires crossed for
everyone at exactly the same spot! The water superintendent
said to Roger, ‘‘I never thought I would see the day that I would
put any stock in water dowsing, but I will have to admit that
something makes these wires cross for everyone at the same spot.
In another six months, we are going to drill a well in the next
lot, so why don’t you determine the best location for us to drill.
What have we got to lose?”’

Roger said to me, ‘“The wires worked OK for you, so let’s
see what we can find.’’ I hadn’t recovered from the mental shock
of finding that there was apparently something to water dows-
ing, but I agreed to try. I walked all over the 100 by 200 foot
lot without any reaction, until I got to one comer. There the
wires crossed so positively that I was again astounded.

Roger had a stick in hand with which he marked an X in the
dry mud. He said, ‘‘Now, let’s go out in a 10-foot radius from
the mark and walk in a circle.”’ As I did, the wires crossed at
two different places — each of which he marked. He said,
‘‘Look at your marks.’’ As I hunted up the marks, I was sur-
prised to see that they were in a straight line across the comer
of the lot. He said, ‘‘Nowhere in this lot will they get water
except along this line. Also, this will be a better well than the
one on which we are working.’’ We drove a stake at the center
of the line and marked it with a tag.

I thought to myself, ‘“The well in the first lot was an artesian
well, thus the whole underground area was apparently flooded
and under pressure. They had simply drilled a well in the center
of the lot and obtained an excellent well. So, even if they drill-
ed and obtained a good well where I had driven the stake, it
would prove nothing.’’

Six months later, we got word through our Cleveland office,
thatthey had gone out to the center of the lot and started to drill
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a well. Two days later, someone stumbled upon my stake and
read the message on the tag. However, they decided that to move
the drilling rig now would mean two days of lost time and
money. After all, the well in the next lot was so very successful
and they hadn’t used water dowsing for its location. So they
continued drilling but gave up at 450 feet, for there was no water.

They then moved the drilling rig to the stake I had driven,
which was approximately 80 feet away, drilled down to only
250 feet and got a beautiful well yielding 400 gallons per minute.
It was better than the well in which we had installed a pump
— just as Roger had predicted!

This experience caused me to seriously research the subject
of water dowsing to try to understand the physics involved.
Every experiment I conducted pointed to the fact that the human
physiological system was detecting an extremely small magnetic
field change. The dowser was not detecting water as such, but
was detecting the slight distortion of the earth’s magnetic field
as a result of the presence of water.

Although water is not a magnetic substance, the earth’s
magnetic field could be distorted by the difference in magnetic
permeability between the water bearing-strata and the surroun-
ding material, or by earth currents flowing in the underground
water. This view of the phenomenon explains why it is so easy
to locate cast iron or steel pipe underground, because the pipe
materials are magnetically permeable and do definitely distort
the earth’s magnetic field. (I have had 100% success in finding
lost buried pipes at numerous power plants and refineries
throughout the world.)

But what about the forked stick pulling down so hard that it
twisted off the bark and the Gowser couldn’t prevent it?

The dowser never holds the forked stick lightly. He solidly
grasps each amm of the fork and bends them out quite severely.
He has actually made a ‘‘toggle’’ mechanism like the snap
lightswitch on your wall. When the switch handle is moved past
center, the switch cannot be prevented from snapping. Similar-
ly, the dowser is holding his wooden toggle on dead center in
a very sensitive equilibrium position. When his body detects
a change in magnetic field, his muscles respond and very slight
unconscious rotary wrist motion ‘‘trips’’ the toggle. Consequent-
ly the stick goes down simply because it is releasing the energy
that the dowser initially put into the system when he bent the
springy fork. In so doing, it will twist off the bark and do all
they say it does, but it certainly isn’t pulled down by an invisi-
ble force.

There are many ‘‘instruments’’ of dowsing: forked sticks, bent
wires, balanced axe handles, pendulums, etc. Each method is
simply an extremely sensitive motion amplifier which expresses
the subtle muscular activity that develops when the dowser
senses a sudden change in magnetic field. The bent wires move
because of gravity repositioning them after a very slight rotary
wrist motion.

The magician, The Great Randi (sic), has a standing offer
of $50,000 to anyone who can scientifically prove the validity
of dowsing. Unfortuantely, most dowsers are not trained in the
sciences and so blindly accept his challenge. They try to find
buried jugs of water or, in a series of buried pipes, determine
which one has water flowing in it, etc. In every test that I have
heard reported, they failed to simulate field conditions. As a
result, the dowsers are stunned by their failures and Randi claims
that once again he has proven dowsing to be nonscientific.

The dowsers believe that there must be some explanation for
their success, so they propose pseudoscientific theories which
sound reasonable to them. One such theory is that the forked
stick grew near water, therefore it seeks water and so pulls down
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to point to the water. Naturally, scientists correctly consider such
theories to be nonsense and thus refuse to investigate the subject.

With the rational view of dowsing that I have proposed, let
us see if we can answer some typical questions raised by scien-
tists as reported in Current Science (Vol. LII, No. 4) a public
school science paper.

1. ‘“The Dowser Subconsciously Uses Surface Clues’’

I was on a job in one of the southern states, investigating a
pump problem at a power plant. Usually such work involved
24-hour attention, but because of power-load requirements, tests
could not be run until later in the week. For entertainment back
at the motel, I got out my bent wire ‘‘dowsing rods’’ to show
our service man how they worked. While he stayed in his room,
I went out to see what I could find that would provide a good
test. In walking the length of the parking lot behind the motel,
my dowsing rods crossed and released at 15-foot intervals for
a total of a dozen times. The reaction indicated pipes and not
underground water flows. I thought, ‘‘This is crazy, for they
certainly don’t run that many parallel pipes into each motel
unit.”’

I called out my friend, showed him how to hold the rods and
asked him to walk the length of the parking lot to see what he
could find. To his amazement the wires crossed at 15-foot in-
tervals. By then tour more people had joined us out of curiosi-
ty. When each of them tried it, they all obtained identical results,
in spite of the fact that most of them had not seen the results
of others nor had ever tried it before.

The next day I checked with the motel maintenance man and
he said, ‘‘Oh yes, those are foundation drains buried every 15
feet.”’ I didn’t explain why I was asking and with the limited
time available, nothing more was said.

The following evening we had another dowsing session with
others at the motel who were curious. They all (7 people total)
found the large water main running in front of the motel. The
very skeptical maintenance man was watching, but refused to
try it. Finally he said, ‘“Your supposed underground pipe is right
in line with that fire hydrant (and so it was). You all unconscious-
ly used that as an indication of where the supply pipe should
be. You are all wrong, for they never put a hydrant on the main
line, but always come off with a 4-foot stub and then come up
to the hydrant. This proves that water dowsing is nothing more
than wishful thinking, using subtle surface clues.”’

The next evening the maintenance man came to my room to
tell me that he had taken the time to go to the town water system
layout drawings and found to his utter amazement, that this was
the only place in the entire system that the fire hydrant was
directly on the main line — without the usual 4-foot stub! He
was no longer a skeptic.

Through a friend working for one of the oil companies, I was
able to borrow a Proton, Free-Precession Magnetometer for one
day. This is an extremely sensitive and precise magnetic-field-
intensity measuring instrument utilizing the precession frequency
of the spinning protons of the hydrogen atom nucleus.

I obtained complete correlation with my dowsing rod data ac-
quired the week before, when the area was an old orange grove.
I'had driven a stake marking the intersection of two underground
lines. But now the whole area had been bulldozed in prepara-
tion for a housing development. My stake was gone. By means
of the magnetometer data, I found where the stake should have
been. I dug down about 8 inches and there was my original stake!

Another extraordinary experience again shows the fallacy of
the ‘‘subtle surface clue’’ explanation for dowsing:

Our company installed four S00-horsepower, 2300-volt river-
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intake submersible pumps in a large concrete pit at the edge of
the Columbia river, to furnish cooling water to one of the atomic
reactors at the Hanford, Washington Atomic Energy Facility.

I was there to supervise startup of the pumps and wanted to
obtain motor- and pump-performance data every half hour for
a couple of hours. I was alone at the site and had much time
to idle between readings. To help pass the time, I got out my
dowsing rods and walked around to see what I might find.

I located the underground pump-discharge pipe running up
the hill to the reactor site and the underground power conduits
without difficulty. But I was amazed to find a large flow of water
at one end of the concrete pit containing the pumps. It appeared
as though it was an underground ‘‘stream’’ flowing from the
desert straight into the Columbia river. To my astonishment,
I found another such “‘stream’’ flowing under the other end of
the pit. My dowsing rods indicated that it was not a conduit
or pipe, but underground flow of water.

2. ‘“‘According to the Survey, the Water Witched Sites Yield-
ed No More Water than the Non-divined Sites.”’

When I got into the field and actually talked to dowsers, well
drillers and ranchers who employed dowsers to locate their drill-
ing site, I found:

a) There are many areas where there is a water table and one
candrill a good well anywhere. In these areas no one ever con-
sults a dowser.

b) Where water is found only in very well-defined
underground flows the chances of obtaining water without the
help of a dowser are extremely poor. These are the only areas
in which dowsers are employed.

It is therefore obvious that the scientists are not comparing
‘‘apples’’ with ‘‘apples.’’

3. ““The Success Rate of Geologists is Far Greater than that
of Dowsers.”’

A well-known manufacturer of pharmaceuticals in Connec-
ticut, built their research facility out in ‘‘the country’’ and so
needed their own supply of water. Geologists were hired to locate
a well site. After drilling three dry holes, they hired a water
dowser who, with his forked stick located a spot for a well.
When they drilled, they obtained an artesian well that more than
met their needs! (This was reported to our New York salesman
by the pharmaceutical company purchasing agent.)

4. ‘“The Dowser Does Not Often Select the Same Spot Twice
if Blindfolded.”

Because the dowser must hold the dowsing device in a very
sensitive equilibrium position in order for motion amplification
to take place, it is not surprising that blindfolding upsets the
dowser’s balance sufficiently that the motion amplifiers are
ineffective.

Eventually the foreman came to review my data, and I asked
him if there was any indication of underground water at each
end of the pit. He laughed and said that when they built the
pit, they dammed off the river from the pit area, and pumped
out the water. However, they found that there was an
underground flow of water that had been intercepted as it flow-
ed from the desert into the Columbia river. They had to install
sump pumps to control the flow, because they were unsuccessful
in completely blocking it off. Then to their utter dismay they
dug into a second such stream at the other end of the pit 100
feet away. He said that by the time they poured concrete, they
were pumping 3,500 gallons per minute from the pit in order
to keep the water level under control.
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S. ¢“If a Dowser Locates the Site for a Well and They Ob-
tain Water, It Certainly is Not Proof that Water Dowsing
is a Scientific Fact.”

Acquaintances of ours needed water for their house in the
country (near Vacaville, CA). Professionals drilled a well at one
side of their property and went down 230 feet before giving up,
for they were still in shale, and there was no water. The driller
said that water was found either above or below the shale, but
not in it. They drilled a second well at the other side of the lot
but finally gave up at 360 feet for there was no water.

A geological advisor said to go down to the valley below,
where the shale is much deeper and water collects above it. They
were advised to buy some property, drill a well and pipe the
water up the hill to their house.

I checked with my coat hangers and found a ‘‘stream’’ flow-
ing in the shale about 80 feet down, between their two dry holes.
They dug where I placed the marker and got twice as much water
as they needed at a well depth of 80 feet! This was certainly
an ‘‘acid test’’ of the reality of water dowsing. I have cor-
responded with The Great Randi (sic), but he completely dis-
counts such incidents, for he said they are only anecdotal.

It is a shame that science has refused to look at the water dows-
ing phenomenon for these many years. There was an embar-
rassing time in our past history when scientists said that it was
impossible for stones to fall from the sky. They stated their view
with such authority that many museums discarded their meteorite
collections.

I have determined by actual test data that the dowsing reac-
tion is the result of our bodies detecting a very slight magnetic
field distortion associated with underground water, and that the
dowsing instrument is simply a motion amplifier which amplifies
extremely subtle muscular reaction that results when the body
has detected the field change. This view very clearly answers
the usual objections raised by scientists and also explains why
dowsers fail in tests conducted by The Great Randi (sic).

If we are to make scientific progress it is essential that we
keep an open mind. This is not an easy task — especially in
the face of ridicule. However, one must always be extremely
careful that the data are valid and not being clouded by erroneous
assumptions.

I have always viewed an open mind as an extremely narrow
road which separates a field of gullibility on one side from a
field of skepticism on the other. Let us always strive to walk
that narrow road.

Editor’s Note: Later we received the following from Mr.
Templin:

Thank you so very much for the fascinating ‘‘An Experiment
in Dowsing’’ by Ivan T. Sanderson. His experimental result cer-
tainly flies in the face of all I have encountered. I believe his
results were accurately documented, but I have a lot of questions.

Experience has shown me that medication, such as taking
aspirin, will prevent the wires from working. After about 6 hours
when the aspirin would be eliminated from my system, the wires
would again function beautifully. I would think that this should
not be if the human system is unnecessary.

If this is a reaction exclusive of the human system, then I
wonder if Mr. Sanderson ran the same experiment but used the
forked stick instead of L-shaped wires.

I find it absolutely astounding that the signal representing the
direction of flow, whatever the ‘‘force’’ or ‘‘field’’ involved,
could penetrate the magnetically permeable pipe without distor-
tion. I hope some day to try to duplicate his results.

S
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Thoughts On Disintegration
Of The Unknown Planet

by Dr. Stuart W. Greenwood

In earlier material published in PURSUIT" 1 have offered
the suggestion that the 260-day sacred calendar of the ancient
Maya of Central America pinpoints the location of a Planet X
that once orbited at 2.74 Astronomical Units (A.U.) from the
Sun. The Earth orbits the Sun at 1 A.U., and Planet X would
have been positioned in the heart of a region lying mostly bet-
ween 2.2 and 3.2 A.U. that is today occupied by a multitude
of small planetary bodies and is termed the Asteroid Belt. It has
long been postulated that the asteroids are some of the debris
remaining from the disintegration of a substantial planet in the
region, though the hypothesis is not widely accepted.

Clearly, any mechanism of disintegration sufficient to break
a planet of significant size into relatively small pieces (hundreds
of miles across or smaller) would have to be violent in the ex-
treme, and no satisfactory explanation has yet been offered. I
am here attempting a simple approach to one aspect of the ques-
tion in the hope that it may stimulate further examination and
discussion. The approach I am adopting involves development
of a simplified treatment of the effects of the disintegration on
the subsequent orbits of the broken-up portions after the
disintegration has taken place. Inspection of the current state
of the Solar System in light of this (and, hopefully, subsequent)
analytical treatments may result in an improved approach to the
question of whether a Planet X once existed and what happen-
ed to it.

Model of Planet X

Earlier, I presented in PURSUIT? a suggested model for
Planet X. Based on a probable average density one-half that of
the Earth, coupled with an assumption of a surface gravity equal
to that of the Earth (to be suitable for human habitation), I stated
that the planet would have had twice the Earth’s diameter and
have been four times as massive. I now add a further deduction
from the above and note that the escape velocity from Planet
X would have been V2 times that of the Earth, or 9.76 miles/se-
cond. The most important assumption, of course, is that the sur-
face gravity was the same as that of the Earth: we can only infer
this value from other considerations, and our results will differ
from those given here if this should tum out to be incorrect.
However, I will adhere to this assumption for the purposes of
this analysis with a view to revising it if necessary in light of
any future discoveries.

Let us also accept, for the time being, the assumption that
Planet X orbited at a distance of 2.74 A.U. from the Sun. Our
analytical results will not be too strongly influenced if some other
distance within the Asteroid Belt is subsequently adopted. The
orbit of Planet X is assumed to have been circular. At a distance
of 2.74 A.U. the orbital velocity would have been 11.19
miles/second.

Model of Disintegration Limits

Our model of disintegration limits as we suppose might have
occured then, follows:

At the start of disintegration, an element of the planet can
only depart from the orbit of the planet and enter a new orbit
if it escapes from the planet’s gravitational field with sufficient
residual velocity for entry into the new orbit. The maximum
variation from the circular orbit of the planet, for a given residual
velocity after escape, occurs when the element is ejected rear-
ward along the orbital path (for motion inward toward the Sun)
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or forward along the orbital path (for motion outward away from
the Sun). We therefore concentrate on these limiting conditions.
At the end of disintegration, the few remaining particles have
negligible planetary gravitational field to overcome and only re-
quire sufficient velocity to enter the new orbit. Again the already
stated limiting conditions are assumed in regard to velocity
changes in the direction of the planet’s orbital motion or op-
posite to it.
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Results of Computations

The results of computations using the above assumptions are
shown in the two graphs (see figures 1 and 2). At the start of
disintegration the smallest velocity requirement at Planet X is
that required for escape from the planet’s gravitational field: The
element then orbits in the same path as the planet, but free of
its gravitational attraction. For the furthest point in its new or-
bit to be either inside or outside the planet’s orbit a higher veloci-
ty is required at injection as the element must not only escape
the planet’s gravity but also possess the required residual velocity
to enter a new orbit. It is noteworthy that the injection velocity
requirements become quite severe as the change in orbit calls
for motion toward the inner planets, such as Earth. More modest
requirements arise for ejection outward from the Sun, for ex-
ample toward the giant planet Jupiter.

The effect is similar at the end of disintegration, though the
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ejection velocity requirements are relatively small in comparison
with those at the beginning of disintegration.

Comments on the Results

It should be recognized that this simplified model provides
for the generation of new orbits of elements of the planet that
swing inward or outward from the original circular orbit of Planet
X, with all elements returning periodically to the location of
the planet’s presumed disintegration. It would be highly satisfy-
ing if this were the situation observed today — indeed there could
be little disagreement about the origin of the asteroids if it were
so. Of course, this is not the case, and several explanations may
be offered to account for the difference between observation and
simplified theory. The breakup of the planet would hardly be
“clean” — there would be substantial interaction between the
broken elements during and after the disintegration. The strong
influence of the planet Jupiter on all the orbiting elements would
be expected to profoundly affect subsequent motions. The pre-
sent results are therefore of interest mainly for any broad
generalizations that might be drawn that could help in more
detailed, subsequent, analyses.

Lacking computational facilities for more intensive analytical
examination of the motions of elements of the original planet
and pending new evidence that may materialize from space mis-
sions to the asteroids, we therefore move out on a limb and of-
fer the following tentative conclusions for consideration:

1. Most of the energy of disintegration was required to break
up the planet and generate the energy required to escape
the planet’s gravitational field.

2. The residual energy required to permit injection into new
orbits was relatively modest by space-flight standards.

3. The inner planets were protected somewhat by the higher
injection-velocity requirements for entry into orbits closer
to the Sun.

4. Elements injected outward toward Jupiter would be par-
ticularly influenced by that planet’s gravitational field and
swept into more extreme orbits inward or outward from
the Sun.

In conclusion it may be noted that the present significant boun-
daries of the Asteroid Belt, which evidently contains only a small
fraction of the original elements, are apparently defined by or-
bital periods in synchronization with the orbital period of Jupiter
which results in orbital instability at the boundaries. Reference
may be made, for example, to Wasson? for an outline treatment
of this effect.
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Time Origin of the Foot and Decimeter
by Bart Jordan©

““No edifice in the Old World has drawn more scholarly
notice than the Great Pyramid at Giza. None has been more in-
tensively probed yet extensively misread. This is understandable.
The casing and capstone are gone from this wonder of wonders,
making certain measures difficult, others impossible. While the
base of this great stone tent is tolerably measured, all efforts
to recover the intended height have failed. Hence, wholly
original perspectives and techniques are needed, causing this
writer to reconstruct the following schedule of ‘‘source
numbers’’ for the probable height. These source numbers are
not merely speculative in that they parallel the tetrachordal cubit
measures mandated by Agatharchides (a Greek geographer who
examined the pyramid when all was still intact).

Source Numbers for Pyramidion of 33.13 Inches

1/120 Statute Mile 528 inches
Synodical Mercury 116 inches
Synodical Venus 584 inches
Synodical Mars 780 inches
Synodical Jupiter 399 inches
Synodical Saturn 378 inches
1/120 Statute Mile 528 inches

Source Numbers for Pyramid of 5806.08 Inches
Ten Palindromic Miles: 48384 feet or 580608 inches

*The pyramidion, or capstone, begins and ends with the Statute
Mile/120 measure, establishing the foot and inch as we know
them. Embraced within these inch-per-foot measures are the
inch-per-day measures of the synodical planet schedule,
resulting in a total of 3313 inches to be divided by 100. The
pyramid itself reflects ten of what may be called the Palindromic
Mile (note: 48384 reads the same from right or left), resulting
in 580608 inches to be divided by 100. Dividing evenly into
the 5806.08 inches are 280 Saturn Cubits, 320 Jupiter Cubits,
336 Mars Cubits and 448 Mercury Cubits (original
nomenclature). The other cubits, those of Earth/Moon and
Venus, divide unevenly and function uniquely.
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oThe sum of 33.13 and 5806.08 is 5839.21; this is highly signifi-
cant in that it is precisely ten times the synodical revolution
of the planet Venus. If the true height of the Great Pyramid
be 5839.21 inches and the true transit of the Great Star is
583.921 days, then Venus must preside over the edifice and
its measures. Therein lies a consideration. Whatever may be
assigned in the future to otheraspects of Cheops’ Pyramid, one
would hope for some resonance with the recovered measure.

®For this is the way of ancient thought. Measure is emblematic
and systematic. Above all, it is sacred. That which appears ar-
bitrary by ancients is mostly misunderstood by modems. And
whatis true of the Old World is true of the New. In the Caracol
at Chichen Itza, for example, there is yet another setting of
the 583921 calculation enshrined in the height of the Great
Pyramid at Giza. Coincidence? Perhaps, but how many coin-
cidences make a fact?

NOTE
To amplify the above, it has been thought helpful to add the
following data below. Let it be viewed with a bit of mnemonic
humor in mind. Man has his measures in hand (wherein ‘‘pi
in the sky’’ is divided by his ten fingers):

SOLAR YEAR 36524 - LUNAR YEAR 354.36 x
PI/FINGERS .31416 - PI/FINGERS 31416 -
LUNAR YEAR 35436 = SOLAR YEAR 36524 =
conversion 3.2808 conversion 0.3048

With our common conversions underscoring the time-factored
bases of the foot and the decimeter, it should be apparent to
advocates of each system that both are necessary. From their
inception, the Solar yardic and Lunar metric systems were con-
sidered dual-rule entities. The palindromic measures for Earth
reduce to statute mile and kilometer as indicated:

CIRCUMFERENCES DIAMETERS
IN MILES IN KILOMETERS
Equatorial 24902 Equatorial 12756
Medial 24860 Medial 12735
Polar 24818 Polar 12714
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The Continent of Hiva
by Dr. Horst Friedrich

Did quasi-continental landmasses in the mid-Pacific
survive until as late as 15762

In one of his recently published books on lost cities and an-
cient mysteries worldwide! which — in spite of, or because of,
being written in a highly original popular style — makes sti-
mulating and challenging reading, David Childress has
amassed a bewildering wealth of material on archaeological,
prehistoric, ethnological, and geological odd facts and un-
solved enigmas of the Pacific.

Many of these, to this very day, defy any plausible explana-
tion, and thus, any integration into a unified whole, i.e. into a
comprehensive scenario of prehistoric civilizations, move-
ments of peoples, as well as geological events in that vast
Pacific region that encompasses half of the surface of our
planet. Therefore, for the more neoscholastically minded
within our academic Establishment, who tend to regard the
sciences as repositories of more or less fixed truths, these
unwelcome facts and discoveries quite obviously still consti-
tute outrageous monstrosities and abominations that — con-
sciously or unconsciously — are better swept under the car-
pet.
In this book Childress mentions, again and again, facts,
discoveries, doubts, legends, observations, and arguments
suggestive of that which may be the ‘“‘missing link’’ in all
scenarios of Pacific prehistory, namely the former existence
of one or more, perhaps partly archipelagic, landmasses in
the mid-Pacific.

At least one of these quasi-continental landmasses — and
this may come as quite a shock to many readers — may even
have existed as late as only 400 years ago and may have been
submerged only after 1600 AD.

Childress quotes extensively from a rare, lengthy and
scholarly work by one John Macmillan Brown,? a distin-
guished scholar in New Zealand’s academia who, between the
two World Wars, put forward a scenario of a sunken contin-
ent, or several quasi-continental landmasses which, in his opi-
nion, constitute the key to an understanding of Pacific pre-
history. Though Brown had been Chancellor of the Univer-
sity of New Zealand and a great scholar, the neoscholastic
forces in our academic Establishment, adverse to the pioneer-
ing spirit of true research, have obviously been able to rele-
gate his work to the tacit Index of Proscribed Books.

According to Childress (respectively. Brown), the Spanish
navigator Juan Fernandez, in 1576, had voyaged far out from
the Chilean coast into the Pacific and reported seeing, after
a month’s sailing, ‘‘the mouths of very large rivers’’ of a large
quasi-continental land, where white and well-clad people liv-
ed. To possess ‘‘mouths of very large rivers’’ this landmass,
supposedly somewhere in eastern Polynesia, should have
been at least as large as e.g. Madagascar, Borneo, or New
Guinea. Fernandez had no doubt that he had discovered the
‘‘great Southern Continent.” L

If we can believe a somewhat doubtful secondhand testi-
mony, part of this quasi-continental landmass may even have
survived until as late as 1687, when the English buccaneer,
Captain Edward Davis, sighted on latitude 28 °S a huge land-
mass stretching beyond the horizon. Sadly enough, he was
only hurrying past, this being the era when the Caribbean
buccaneers, via the Panamanian isthmus, swarmed into the
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Pacific like wasps® — more or less exclusively the domain of
Spanish navigators up until then. Like Fernandez’ discovery,
this ‘‘Davis Land’’ was never seen again, but as a small com-
pensation Easter Island was discovered when, later on, the
Dutch searched for ‘“‘Davis Land.”

The discoveries o f Fernandez and Davis would fit well with
Polynesian tradition that to the northwest of Easter Island,
stretching about as far as the Tuamotus, lay a quasi-continen-
tal landmass that was destroyed, or submerged, by some geo-
logical event. This was the continent known as Hiva.

But, many a reader may ask, is such a thing really
believable? Has not all talk of sunken continents long since,
once and for all, been disproved by geology? As a student of
the history of the sciences I have to eammestly remind our
readers that our sciences are simply collective states of con-
sciousness, where all — though many details sometimes seem
clear — is in a state of perpetual evolution, fluidity, and
uncertainty. It is a logical absurdity to expect, from such a
source which cannot provide them, definite answers, final
results or conclusive proof.

And so it is also with the problem of any prehistoric quasi-
continental landmass in the mid-Pacific. As Childress so apt-
ly, and absolutely correctly remarks, geology is not an exact
science, but mostly a matter of ever changing opinion and
theory. Uniformitarian geology, in vogue during the last hun-
dred years, still cannot give us any definite answer on the
enigmatic phenomenon of the Ice Ages, on mountain build-
ing, on the formation of coal, on the exact circumstances of
fossilization, on earthquakes, on the problem as to how it
came about that oceans and continental lands changed places
so often.

Quite obviously, occasional bombastic boasts from minor
minds and inflated egos within the Establishment notwith-
standing, geology then is simply unable to be of any real help
in passing judgment, with definiteness, on the question if
there ever have been submergences of quasi-continental land-
masses in the Pacific, or elsewhere. Moreover, though today
catastrophist geology seems again to be on the ascendent, the
possibility of some ‘‘sof cataclysm’’ cannot be excluded. Is it
conceivable that the quasi-continental landmass of Hiva
became submerged in such a ‘‘soft’’ manner, after 1576, so
that all the world outside Polynesia would have noticed this
event, e.g. would there have been some exceptional tsunami
waves, which the Spaniards would have been able to observe
beating on the shores of Peru?

It is this present author’s opinion that this eminently im-
portant question, if indeed quasi-continental landmasses in
the mid-Pacific did exist as late as to be contemporary with
ancient Chinese, Mexican and South American civilizations,
partly perhaps even with the Spanish conquest, should soon
be properly investigated. Since the relevant branches of
Establishment science seem to be unwilling or unable to
tackle such a complex interdisciplinary problem, the responsi-
bility will, once again, have to be shouldered by some non-
conformist, extra-Establishment scholar.

For such research, the ‘‘continent of Hiva” would be a
good start. Part of any such investigation would, of course,
have to be a thorough study of the voyages and the exact
routes taken by the early European, especially Spanish,
navigators such as Fernao de Magalhaes, Garcia de Loyasa,
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Alvaro de Saavedra, Ruy Lopez de Villalobos, Lopez de
Legazpi, Alvaro de Mendana, and also Sir Francis Drake.* In
this way it could be ascertained relatively quickly if and where
great islands or mid-Pacific quasi-continental landmasses
could have been missed by European navigators between
Magalhaes’ voyage of 1521 and Fernandez’ (respectively
Davis’) alleged discoveries.

Beside the mystery surrounding the alleged continent of
Hiva, there are other reasons to speculate about the possible
existence, until relatively recently, of such possible land-
masses there.

Austin Coates has written a book of unusual excellence,*
for which he is eminently qualified, about the interrelation-
ship between Oceania and Southeast Asia. This book is an
absolute must for anybody interested in the spread and
evolution of civilization on this planet, and especially for
anybody interested in the prehistoric problems of these
regions.

In this book Coates describes how in BC times the
dynamic but more or less peaceful spread of Oceanic
peoples from the Pacific westwards into southeastern Asia
deeply influenced India, the Indochinese peninsula,
southern China, Indonesia, the Philippines, and even
Japan. He postulates that ‘“The Pacific was the first part
of the world to support a large human population’’ and
thinks that this spread into Southeast Asia was due to
population pressure on the islands of Polynesia.

This seems to be a misconception, excellently argued as
the rest of Coates’ scenario is. Could the tiny islands and
atolls of Polynesia really have been the ‘“‘womb’’ whence
has originated an Oceanic population numerous enough to
deeply influence all those southeastern Asian regions
enumerated above?

This author is inclined to doubt and would find it far
easier to envisage a scenario, in which seafaring peoples
from just such quasi-continental, possibly partly archipela-
gic (like e.g. the Philippines) landmasses such as the
alleged continent of Hiva, somewhere in the mid-Pacific,
invaded southeastern Asia in prehistoric times.

This sounds somewhat reminiscent of James Church-
ward’s controversial book® about an alleged prehistoric,
mid-Pacific great continent which he calls ““Mu.”’ Closely
paralleling Coates’ judgement cited above, Churchward
opens his book with the statement: ‘“The Garden of Eden
was not in Asia but on a now sunken continent in the
Pacific Ocean.”’

Churchward’s book is usually dismissed, by Establish-
ment and extra-Establishment scholars alike, as fantastic
ideas without any foundation in fact. The present author
would like to sound a warning to the effect that we have to
discriminate here. It is readily apparent that this book con-
tains parts of doubtful value (which, incidentally, can also
be stated of any publication from Establishment-related
sources) and that the author, sometimes, does not properly
name his sources. But there are chapters that make worth-
while and stimulating reading, e.g. what he reports about
William Niven’s discovery of a prehistoric city under
volcanic ashes and Quaternary deposits in Mexico.’

He also mentions the legendary Indian sage Valmiki, the
alleged author of the Ramayana, and claims that the latter
also speaks of the motherland of the original civilization of
India as lying to the East in the Ocean. It would be a good
idea to check, with the help of a Sanscrit scholar, the more
than 24,000 original Sanscrit couplets of the Ramayana to
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see if one could verify Churchward’s claim.

This brings me to the problem what the ancient scrip-
tures of the East (India, Tibet, and China) generally might
say about any formerly existing quasi-continental land-
masses in the mid-Pacific. These ancient scriptures are ex-
tremely numerous — the 7ao Tsang, the Taoist canon of
China, e.g. comprising nearly 5,500 volumes®* — and
mostly they have not been translated into European
languages. Then there is the very real additional problem
of the possibly very numerous unpublished ancient manu-
scripts held under lock and key in temples and monasteries
of India, Tibet, Burma, and Thailand.

Churchward claimed to have received reliable informa-
tion about Mu, the Motherland, from just such a source.
According to Childress, Prof. Brown visited Dunhuang,
on the Tibeto-Chinese frontier, where in 1900 an ancient
hidden library of Buddhist texts had been discovered inside
a cliff honeycombed with caves. One of these manuscripts
allegedly had fragments of an ancient map attached to it
which showed ‘‘parts of a continent in the Pacific Ocean,’’
which Brown seems to have regarded as a major discovery.

As we see from the above. Churchward’s claim that
traces of former quasi-continental landmasses in the mid-
Pacific can be found in the ancient scriptures of Asia, in
reality is not that far fetched as it may seem to some. How-
ever, an unbelievable amount of ancient scriptures and
manuscripts would have to be properly examinated and
evaluated, before any sound judgement on the merits of
Churchward’s assertion could be given.

With respect to the scorn and ridicule heaped upon non-
conformist scholars like Churchward, this author would
like to add an observation which, he thinks, amounts to a
qualified and balanced judgement. Generally speaking,
ordinary mainstream scholarship within academia quite
obviously is not, per se, more reliable than qualified extra-
Establishment scholarship, contrary to what is sometimes
claimed by inflated egos within the Establishment, who
like to present themselves as a quasi-priestly caste in sole
possession of the right of scholarly research and pro-
nouncements.

It is an only too apparent, simple fact of life that, as
long as our academic Estblishment is organized hierarchi-
cally in today’s somewhat ossified structures, we are in
urgent need of extra-Establishment scholarship. We need
both branches of research, but especially extra-Establish-
ment scholarship as a counterforce against arteriosclerotic,
i.e. neoscholastic tendencies, which inevitably arise in the
Establishment and are choking its connection with the life-
giving stream of the sum total of human thought. It is only
natural, and beneficial, for a certain amount of tension to
arise between these two branches of research; human
decency, however, should never allow this tension to
degenerate into outright antagonism, which tends to resort
to dubious practices like ad hominem attacks.

To return to the question if one or more former mid-
Pacific quasi-continental landmasses might be mentioned
somewhere in the ancient scriptures of Asia, it does not
seem inappropriate to mention a recent publication,’® very
meritoriously edited by Donald Cyr, about the archaic
Chinese geographical classic Shan Hai Jing and very an-
cient Chinese world maps.

The round form of these maps is reminiscent of
mediaeval European or Arabian ‘“‘world maps.’’ However,
contrary to the European and Arabian ones, these Chinese
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maps show a central landmass apparently something like
Asia, with a surrounding ring of ocean which, in its turn, is
again encircled by a ring continent, the land of Fu Sang in
the northeast possibly having to be identified with the Nor-
th American continent.

Churchward proposes a scenario, according to which a
prehistoric mid-Pacific continent has been the
‘“‘Motherland’’ of the original Chinese, and other peoples
of East Asia. With Coates’ scenario we are on firmer
ground: there all the peoples of southeastern Asia, in-
cluding southern China, have partly Oceanic origins. If the
prehistoric truth should indeed tend toward such a direc-
tion, would it then be inapt to speculate, if not that central
landmass on the archaic Chinese world maps might origi-
nally have represented a mid-Pacific continent, the
‘““Motherland?”’

When we look at the Pacific on a globe, envisaging a
mid-Pacific continent, then indeed this continent would be
surrounded by a ‘‘ring ocean,’’ namely the Pacific, which
in its turn would again be encircled by a ‘‘ring continent,’’
namely the continental landmasses of eastern Asia, the
Americas, Antarctica, Australia, and Indonesia.

If the (or one) original impetus for the birth of Chinese
civilization should indeed have come from such a mid-
Pacific land or quasi-continent, then one might suspect
that the meaning of the central landmass on the archaic
Chinese maps — when the Oceanic ancestors of the
Chinese, along with this conception, were transferred from
the Pacific to China — changed, now to mean the Asian
landmass instead of, originally, the mid-Pacific
‘“‘Motherland.”’

Admittedly, these are somewhat speculative considera-
tions, but if they should only have a kernel of truth in
them, then we would also have to rethink the problem of
the somewhat enigmatic origins of the Chinese script. An
ancient connection with e.g. the Polynesia rongo-rongo
script — partly identical with the Dravidian script of the
Indus civilization on the one side, and related to that of the
Cuna Indians of Panama on the other'® — could then
perhaps not be ruled out.

There are other fields of Pacific and circum-Pacific re-
search, where the existence of one or more late prehistoric,
quasi-continental mid-Pacific landmasses would make it
easier to untangle some, as yet, rather dark prehistoric
problems.

The old shibboleth of the peopling of the Americas via
the Bering Strait during the Ice Ages, when supposedly dry
land connected Siberia and Alaska, notwithstanding there
have been mentioned, by many scholars, strange affinities
between not only a few Amerindian tribes, especially of
South America, and the Malay and outright Oceanic
peoples. Could it be for example, that the Malays originat-
ed somewhere on a perhaps archipelagic mid-Pacific quasi-
continental landmass, from where they — while invading
the Malay peninsula, parts of Indonesia, and the Philip-
pines — also sent of fshoots to South America?

Another strange enigma of Pacific prehistory has to be
mentioned in this connection. The unique Jomon pottery
of archaic Japan is dated to about 2500 BC. Sherds of this
unique and sophisticated prehistoric pottery have also been
found, on the other side of the Pacific, in Ecuador.
Could it be that this Jomon pottery did originate with an
unknown proto-Japanese civilization on some mid-Pacific
quasi-continental landmass, from where it was only later
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brought to Japan, as well as to Ecuador? It sounds almost
less fantastic than to envisage some prehistoric Japanese
craft carrying Japanese pottery to Ecuador. On the other
hand it seems that the ancient Chinese of that time knew
Fu Sang, the North American continent, quite well.®

Charles Hapgood in his opus magnum,'? indispensable
for any such prehistoric research, has admirably rescued
from oblivion that very ancient and exact cartographic
tradition, infinitely superior to Ptlomey’s, of which we
find traces such as in the famous Piri Reis map, but also in
ancient China. The Piri Reis map was rediscovered only in
1929. It cannot be excluded that other fragments of that
ancient worldwide cartography may be found, which may
conceivably show quasi-continental landmasses in the mid-
Pacific in late prehistoric times.

Where might such a fragment of an ancient, reliable
world map from BC times be found? The present author
suspects that the caves and monasteries of Southeast Asia
would be a good guess. Has the Dunhuang map, men-
tioned above, been such a fragment? But since this ancient
and exact cartographic cradition obviously has been the
product of some prehistoric worldwide civilization, such
fragments might conceivably be found anywhere on this
planet.
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Notice

Reunited Birthmothers and Adoptees

This is a call for participants to tell their stories of those
‘‘amazing coincidences’ (synchronicity, mother-child telepathy,
answered prayer, etc.) that occurred during the time of separa-
tion by adoption and which were confirmed after reunion.

Please write me about your uncanny, intuitive or surprising
incidents. All correspondence will be confidential.

Doctoral candidate: LaVonne Stiffler, P.O. Box 1144, Hobe
Sound, FL 33475.
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Sages in Chaos
by Dr. John Sappington

Like Charles Fort, the fate of most anomalists is to labor in
obscurity and play to small but appreciative audiences. If
discovered by the general public, they are quickly quarantined
as dangerous heretics. A relative few, however, emerge to cap-
ture the fancy of an entire generation. Among this select group
are Immanuel Velikovsky, Sigmund Freud, Carl Jung and Albert
Einstein. Each, in his own way, managed to tumn the world up-
side down. By virtue of their unique vision, they brought about
cataclysms in natural history, medicine, psychology and physics
respectively. Although these disciplines often travel different or-
bits, it seem that their brightest stars encountered each other
with curious regularity. Einstein and Freud, for example, cor-
responded with each other.! Freud and Jung were traveling com-
panions and Jung’s ideas found their way into Velikovsky’s
books. Velikovsky chose to live in Princeton, New Jersey, close
enough to Albert Einstein that the two were able to sustain a
friendship. All were apparently aware of the observations and
conclusions of the others. In an ideal world one would hope
that a brilliant synthesis would emerge among the four.

But no. Anomalists, after all, are dissenters and rebels. If one
counters another, would we expect them to fall into instant agree-
ment? In fact, there would be no more reason to affirm the views
of fellow anomalists than there would be to chant the doxology
of normal science. Alas, the great ones were not looking for
synthesis and evidently took delight in finding fault with each
other. In response, there were no conversions to the other’s belief
system. Their interactions were woven of ironies, unintentional
puns, synchronicity, humor and absurdity. As regards their
mutual encounters with the others, these men were truly sages
in chaos.

An obscure manuscript published in 1941 reveals that Velikov-
sky had once focused his talent for iconoclasm on none other
than Dr. Freud himself. In ‘‘The Dreams Freud Dreamed,’’
Velikovsky disputes the venerable father o f psychoanalysis and
offers a most astonishing interpretation of Freud’s unconscious
at work.2 More on this item later.

Freud is not regarded currently as an anomalist. In his own
time, some viewed him as a lunatic due to the forbidden nature
of his observations. Among other things, he beheld a proces-
sion of the damned. These were ailments that simply defined
explanation. They imitated nerve disease, but somehow, neural
damage never materialized. There were eyes that failed to see,
ears that failed to hear and tongues that failed to speak. Digits
tingled or fell numb. Legs that works fine while seated refused
to function while standing. Alas, the most reasonable explana-
tion was all too similar to a much older explanation: demonic
possession. Like a separate being within a being, it appeared
to Freud that an evil nether-mind controlled the thoughts and
movements of its conscious host the way a puppeteer rules a
marionette. Freud fixed his penetrating gaze at the dark waters
below. From the foreboding depths of the unconscious, rose fetid
bubbles of patricide, incest and perversion.? Cloaked in slips
of the tongue and recurring dreams, the nether-mind spoke in
puns and symbols to an innocent audience of passive bystanders.
To the Freudians, even positive aspirations were held to be the
product of twisted psychosexual motives. The surgeon was ac-
ting out aggression. Care of houseplants was a wish to be preg-
nant. Launching a rocket to the moon was little more than a
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disguised phallic adventure to Freud’s converts. In these terms,
the current Voyager mission to Earth’s sister planet is not the
celebration of science it seems to be. Beneath its seeming in-
nocence lies a desire to penetrate the heavenly body by radar,
then probe the valleys and mounds of Venus for hidden secrets.

Freud himself once announced the diagnosis of conversion
hysteria in a male patient and thereby sacrificed his credibility
among physicians of the day. However, he lived to see his For-
tean vision become nomal science in Europe and America. As
father of psychoanalysis, he acquired eager followers. One in
particular, Carl Jung, was entrusted to carry on the movement.
As Freud’s scientific son, tall and blond in his three-piece suit,
Jung’s task was to proselytize the waiting world on behalf of
his short, Jewish patron.

Freud and Jung spoke of ancient mysteries. They speculated
that the most dominant of prehistoric men acquired numerous
females to breed and control. Other men were excluded from
this happy enterprise. When age sapped the vigor of the domi-
nant male, he would be killed by his sons and the strongest would
survive to assume his place. The instinct itself had somehow
also survived to be modified by civilization as the Oedipus myth
and the incest taboo.# As an intellectual issue, patricide served
as a provocative vehicle for discussion, but soon it became a
disquieting phantom in reality. Psychoanalytic folklore holds
that Freud and Jung once debated about an Egyptian pharaoh
who ascended to the throne by murdering his own father. The
new pharaoh then replaced his father’s polytheistic religion with
a monotheistic altemnative. Next, he forcibly converted the
masses to the new order. Freud saw it as pathology, an enact-
ment of the Oedipal quandary. Jung perceived it to be a bold,
positive advance of culture. To Freud, the father, this evidence
was all too plain. Jung, the son, was positioning himself for
independence and symbolic murder for reasons that lurked past
the borders of his own awareness. Doctor Freud, it is said,
fainted dead away. The year was 1912.5

Indeed, Jung did have a mind of his own. He would go on
to ‘‘discover’’ a collective unconscious where universal
templates for thought and behavior dwelled. ¢ Jung’s version of
the unconscious rejected the pervasive sexuality embedded in
that of his mentor. Years later, Jung and Pauli, the physicist,
would identify a principle they named ‘‘synchronicity.’’? Far
afield from psychopathology, the principle holds that events in
nature can be connected by meaning, similarity and pun rather
than cause and effect. In particular, it is those nagging, im-
probable and bizarre coincidences that beg to be explained in
just such a way. But, on this day in 1912, Jung had no more
pressing matter on his mind than the well-being of his fainted
mentor. Jung lifted the tiny, unconscious body of Freud and
carried him into an adjacent room of New York’s Park Hotel.

Synchronicity.

Syncope.

Some three years before, Freud is said to have fainted in this
very room. Upon awakening he muttered to Jung, ‘‘How sweet
it must be to die.’’®

In the decades to come, Freud would be slain many times
by his disobedient flock of psychoanalytic sons. One by one
his hypotheses were punctured, modified or ridiculed by former-
ly loyal followers. Some achieved modest fame in their own
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right, but none, save Jung, had the knack for seeing anomalies
in human behavior. Among Freud’s flock was the bright achiever
who earned his fame in other field. This was Immanuel
Velikovsky who would go on to write Earth in Upheaval and
Ages in Chaos as well as the seminal Worlds in Collision.
Velikovsky aspired to write but his star never shone among
psychoanalysts. His initial reverence for Freud led him to plan
a book on Freud’s boyhood heroes. The book was to describe
Hannibal crossing the Alps with elephants, and Moses leading
his people through a parted Red Sea past a towering pillar of
flame. Instead, his research set him to thinking about the validity
of the cataclysms described in Exodus. Hannibal’s elephants
soon yielded their importance to a frozen river of dismembered
mammoths in Alaska’s Tanana Valley and its awesome implica-
tions. Moses’ fabled mission paled in comparison to a massive
upheaval which had set mountains to melting, seas to boiling
and inverted the electromagnetic polarity of the world.% 10

As of the 1940s, however, Velikovsky was an aspiring stu-
dent of the mind...Freud’s mind in particular. The major thrust
of psychoanalytic dogma was the vertical structure of the mind
with the most interesting part hidden at the southemn pole. Un-
conscious motivation was seen by Freud’s followers to propel
everything from the space program to a person’s choice of Hallo-
ween costumes. Furthermore, they saw the bulk of the world’s
population wandering about half blind to its own motives.
Freud’s converts alone were the illuminati, the conscious ones.
Indeed, it became a rule that no one could practice the rites of
psychoanalysis until they themselves had achieved consciousness
through years of therapy with a teaching analyst. Although Freud
himself claimed to reject religion, he had helped to create an
odd parody of salvation. In religion, salvation is achieved
through faith in God the Father. In analysis, patients were of-
fered earthly awareness through faith in the omniscient
psychiatrist. Part of the game of analysis was to detect evidence
of unconscious influence in one’s patients, or better yet, in one’s
colleagues. Velikovsky may have planned to top them all with
his published reinterpretations of Freud’s dreams.!! It seems that
Freud supplied material from his very own night life to instruct
pupils on the technique for rendering the unconscious conscious.
Instruction of this kind would be easy given the brilliance of
the lighting athis level of awareness. Velikovksy, however, had
the temerity to suggest alternative interpretations for Freud’s
own dreams. The tactic is curious since it simultaneously en-
dorses Freud’s method while suggesting that the master was
oblivious to the true meaning of his own sleeping phantasms.
If the latter was so, then even the master had not achieved true
enlightenment.

Freud dreamed that he had written a monograph on a plant
and was thumbing through its pages when he came upon a
dehydrated specimen which evidently came from a herbanum.
In his own analysis, Freud recalls seeing a book in a store win-
dow that very moming about a plant known as the cyclamen.
Associations to these images called to mind another plant
familiar to Freud, the crucifer. Further associations and images
led Freud to an interpretation which satisfied him. He conclud-
ed that the dream was an insignificant residue of the day’s ex-
periences and that he was too thoroughly absorbed in his in-
terests. His rendition is very benign considering the bottomless
pathology he was able to discover lurking in the most innocent
behaviors of his patients.

Velikovsky was not so forgiving. He translated the images
as a tangled cryptogram of bilingual puns revealing a landscape
of conscious material which had evaded Freud’s notice on his
personal journey into consciousness. Monograph symbolized
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monotheism, and herbarium could only mean Hebrew.
Cyclamen, after all, contains the declaration, Amen! The Ger-
man word ‘‘umschlagen’’ is not only the verb for ‘‘tumning”’
pages, it also means ‘‘to convert.’”’ Dr. Freud stands naked
before us through the eyes of Dr. Velikovsky. Freud was tired
of the abuse heaped upon him for being a Jew and he wished
to convert to Catholicism.!?

Obviously, Velikovsky was not bound by timid, ordinary
thinking nor was he afraid of tweaking the reputations of the
Titans. As if to beg his own Kama, Velikovsky went on to pro-
pose ideas so radical that Freud’s seemed trivial by comparison.
Like Freud, however, he maneuvered himself into vulnerabili-
ty through the sheer strangeness of the cosmology he created.
Establishment science was simply not ready to consider Jupiter
belching forth a planet-size bolus let alone picture it careening
through the solar system like Evel Knieval on a Harley. Nor
would they believe that in the time of recorded history that Earth
and its creatures were menaced by a cosmic wrecking ball now
known to all as Mars.

The further irony of it is that Velikovsky might have joined
Freud, Jung, et al in the pantheon of psychoanalysis during the
heyday of their zeitgeist. That group, at least, considered the
idea of an ‘‘archaic heritage’” composed of *‘traumatic
memories’’ surviving from generation to generation. Surely the
forces of gradualism could not have objected and maybe not
even noticed if Velikovsky had concluded that man’s atavistic
terror of Doomsday stemmed from the trauma of birth. !* How
palatable it might all have been if Eden was simply an analogue
for the endorphin-driven bliss of fetal dreaming. How comfor-
ting to read that the echoes of cataclysm were little more than
the residue of a ruptured amnion and a horrifying expulsion in-
to a separate being.

But, alas, Velikovsky had mocked the gods of normal science.
He would be hunted down relentlessly by the god of war in the
person of Harlow Shapley and his satellites.'* Worlds in Colli-
sion had rocked the safety of time-honored paradigms in
astronomy, geology, biology and several other sciences. Albert
Einstein was one of the few establishment figures who had the
courage to listen. Einstein had been in somewhat the same posi-
tion himself in 1905 by insisting that electromagnetic radiation
could just as easily be conceived of as tiny wads as it could wave
forms. Ten years later he speculated that light could be influenc-
ed by gravity. Like Velikovsky, he had the chutzpah to explain
reality in terms of testable hypotheses. Einstein and Velikov-
sky knew each other well, having both settled in Princeton.
Ironically, Princeton is within eleven miles of Grover’s Mill,
the site of the first alien landing in Orson Welles’ 1938 radio
adaptation of War of the Worlds. In any case, Einstein wrote
to Velikovsky, ‘I look forward with pleasure to reading the
historical book that does not bring into danger the toes of my
guild. How it stands with the toes of the other faculty, I do not
know as yet.’’ These words appeared in a thank-you note.
Worlds in Collision had arrived as a dubious birthday gift when
the physicist tumed seventy-six. The note also invokes a prayer
to Saint Florian, ‘‘...spare my house, put fire to others.”’

Einstein was to die only a month after penning his thank-you
note. Although he supported Velikovsky’s right to be heard,
there is no evidence that he wished to convert to catastrophism.
He remained tethered to theearth by his own version of gravity.

Freud, Velikovsky, Jung, and Einstein. All were linked by
their proclivity to see anomalies where others saw only routine.
It is the very nature of that proclivity, however, that prevented
a chain of agreement from forming. It is, of course, possible
that readers do not agree with this conclusion.

(See Bibliography Page 40)
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Virtual State Art?
The World Of Psychotronics

by Duncan Laurie

Who can'’t sense in the Art world of the late 1980’s widespread
disillusionment, boredom and impotence? Science and technology
have long sinceoutstripped the Arts in funding, education and public
acclaim. The artists run in and out of favor faster than the politi-
cians. Greed, money, fame, cliques; a big hustle by the top boys;
that’s how it works, we all know that. Wordspeak and worse; disin-
formation on the creative process. Our work: neurotic, cynical,
overintellectualized, impure — like us, like our culture. What hap-
pened to that function art and artist once held in directing our lives
toward that realm of human experience known as the sacred?

Assuming the sacred can still be conveyed by art, and that for
an audience it still exists, certain questions arise. One is whether
the sacred functions of life, interpreted by the artist, can inany way
counterbalance what Guenon spoke of so forcefully as “The Reign
of Quantity.” It seems unlikely when, as artists, we respond to the
impingement on our lives of so many political, moral, ecological
and even cosmic threats with merely symbolic gestures.

A possibility now exists which may entirely change that very
uneven balance. It lies in a little-known, much suppressed,
borderline scientific field known variously as psychotronics, ra-
dionics, gravity field technology, zero point technology, or virtual
state technology. My premise here is that inherent in the
discoveriesof this field lie concepts and engineering that are much
closer to the creative process and the artistic mind than those of
the scientific community it simultaneously seeks to win approval
from and to overturn. And, as I shall try to articulate, underneath
the extraordinary claims of the psychotronic inventors and their
bizarre creations lies a deeply significant social, political fact; the
technical engineering exists that informed individuals can use to
transform the world and to regain control of the quality of their lives.

Therefore, I ask the artists reading this to evaluate the following
material in its potential, if true, to affect Art and Life both as an
experiential process and as a new medium, in and of itself.As Kan-
dinsky in his 1912 essay, “Concerning the Spiritual in Art,” once
equated representational art with materialism, so today’s artist work-
ing in the virtual state must view all symbolic art, whether represen-
tational or abstract, as referencing only the outer surfaces of the
material world. Working through the virtual state, however, allows
the artist access to and influence over, the prematerial, presym-
bolic forces of Nature and the human mind.

Current Theory

One must begin by establishing what discoveries in current scien-
tific thinking support the hypotheses of the psychotronic inventors
and theorists. Michael Talbot, in his 1986 book Beyond the Quan-
tum discusses five such breakthroughs with great clarity, tying them
tomany other aspects and problems confronting the scientific world
today. The first is the breakthrough experiment performed by Alain
Aspect, Jean Dalibard and Gerard Roger at the Institute of
Theoretical and Applied Optics in Paris in 1982. Aspect’s team pro-
vided an experiment which brilliantly confirmed quantum theory;
the study of matter at the subatomic level. To quote Talbot:

*“In short, Aspect’s experiment proved one of the following
two possibilities: Either objective reality does not exist and it
is meaningless for us tospeak of things or objects ashaving any
reality above and beyond the mind of an observer, or faster-than-
light communication with the future and the past is possible.
On these two points the conclusions of the Aspect experiment
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are unequivocal. These are not hypothetical assertions. At least

one of the above two options must now be accepted as fact.”

Sheldrake, a Cambridge biologist, postulates a field surrounding
animals and human beings, that molds their form and intelligence
and can communicate across space and time. Talbot then ties this
tothe work of David Bohm, a theoretical physicist at the Universi-
ty of London and importanttheoretical founder of quantum theory.
Bohm proposes that we can only comprehend the workings of the
subatomic world if we assume the existence of a dimension that
supercedes our own. Next, Talbot investigates and articulates the
mathematical evidence put forward in 1983 by Sir Fred Hoyle,
founder ofthe Cambridge Institute of Theoretical Astronomy, which
indicates the universe wasdesigned by acosmic intelligence billions .
of years older than the age of the known universe. Then Talbot turns
to the biological work of Sir John Eccles who claims to have pro-
duced biochemical evidence supporting the existence of the human
soul. This work in turn is related to Karl Pribram’s book Languages
of the Brain, whose pioneering work at Stanford in neurosurgery
led him to the conclusion that the brain operates in many ways like
a hologram.

Without elaborating on these fascinating discoveries, it is cer-
tainly possible to see that scientists in various fields have in recent
years concurrently come to an appreciation of the parallel ex-
periences of certain mystical/transcendental religions. Such ex-
periences have traditionally fueled artistic visionaries to produce
timeless metaphors which resonate all the depths of human feel-
ing. On that basis, I will explore the reconnectionof Artto Science,
based upon the engineering and theory that is emerging today. I
postulate that it is essential for the artist of the future to understand
and equivocate the work in his studio with these discoveries or risk
having it become an archaic remnant of the mechanistic/reductionist
creed of our time.

Unorthodox Science and Technology

Pioneering “borderland” physicists and inventors in America,
some of whom I will discuss shortly, have developed practical ap-
plications for an exotic body of knowledge setdown by Nikola Tesla
and others at the turn of the century and after. Work ongoing in
these unorthodox areas of science and technology include free
energy, radionic farming and healing, orgonomic and radionic
weather control, scalar weaponry, brain entrainment through extra
low frequency transmissions, wireless transmissions of electrical
energy and audio components that transmit sound directly to the
brain itself.

Today, free energy motors, based on Tesla’s discoveries, power
testvehicles in Germany and Japan, and could easily electrify power
grids in the U.S. Other devices have categorically eliminated cancer
in laboratory animals and human beings under rigorous scientific
scrutiny. Still others make the dangers of nuclear confrontation pale
by comparison: Thomas E. Bearden, physicist, nuclear engineer,
wargames analyst, author of several books on free energy motors,
scalar electromagnetics and psychotronic warfare — is a towering
personality in the effort to popularize new-age science concepts.
I will borrow material from his lecture given in July 1986, at the
U.S. Psychotronics Association Conference in Lake Forest, Illinois,
to give a somewhat simplistic explanation of the theoretical basis
for this new technology in lay terms. My apologies for its brevity
and poverty of elaboration in light of his comprehensive efforts.
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“Nikola Tesla, widely credited with being the founder and
inventor of alternating current and wireless radio, among many
other accomplishments, first discovered in his Colorado Springs
laboratory slightly before the turn of the century, a new wave
which is now termed a scalar wave or an electrogravitational
wave. Out of his research and that of another distinguished scien-
tist, T. Henry Moray of Salt Lake City, grew the rudiments of
anew technology utilizing scalar waves. This particular research
resulted in turning electromagnetic waves into gravitation.

“Why should this be a powerful discovery? If you have two
free electrons, the electric field between the two electrons, as
we model it, pushes the electrons apart. The gravitational field,
however, attracts them, trying to draw them together. The repul-
sion ofthe election field is 1042 times stronger than the gravita-
tional attraction. Now, suppose you could turn all of that electric
field into gravitational field energy, then the gravitational field
betweenthose two electrons would be 1042 times stronger than
it is now. Today these inventors can’t do that perfectly, but they
can do ita little bit with scalar technology. When you do it, you
gain a tremendous amplification factor. The inertial effects and
the gravitational effects become something that is not in the cur-
rent textbooks.

“Tesla originally called these phenomena ‘cosmic waves.” Fur-
thermore, he stated those waves that were the most powerful
do not ionize at all; they leave no trace of their passage.

**This means they require very special detectors; they will not
show up on normal electromagnetic equipment. Tesla claimed
to have detected these waves himself up to 50 times the speed
of light. This discovery led to the construction of his famous
tower at Wardencliff, Long Island, with which he attempted to
set the entire earth in resonance, thus providing free electricity.”

Bearden claims to have participated in experiments himself at
which velocities up to 8 times the speed of light were observed.

Tesla’s Discoveries
Now, where does this affect or apply in the world of Art? Essen-
tial to understanding and utilizing this technology are the numerous
experiments surrounding the Tesla coil, a common electrical part
that became an early component of almost all electromagnetic

devices and is used to obtain desired frequencies. Let me paraphrase -

Bearden’s words to explain exactly how this coil was set up to obtain
the dynamics that have evolved into the study of the area where
mind and matter interface. Understanding the language of that state
is to potentially uncover the energetic basis for the creation of all
form from pure thought and intention.

A true Tesla coil has two kinds of resonance going on in it
simultaneously and they are phase-locked together at the same
frequency. It has the normal LC resonance, the electrical resonance
we know from electrical engineering. In addition, it has what
Bearden calls scalar resonance which is a function of the amount
of copper wire you are winding around the coil and two or three
other factors. Severalinventors in the U.S. today know how to make
this coil in such a way that those two resonances are simultaneous-
ly at the same frequency and shared together. When you do that
and the gravitational or inertial resonance of the mass of the wire
is at the same frequency and in phase with the electrical frequency
then that coil acts like magic. That is a true Tesla coil. Experimen-
ting with such a device you may find sixty or seventy pound ob-
Jects levitating and many other strange effects I will not elaborate
on here.

One such inventor, Eric Dollard, is a self-described “wireless
engineer’” who, as well as publishing articles on many aspects of
free energy and the new electromagnetics, is a highly skilled in-
novator who has experienced the creation of some very interesting
phenomena utilizing such Tesla coils. Dollard claims that the Tesla
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Magnifying Transmitter converts electromagnetic energy into what
is called magnetodielectric energy, which he says, represents the
faster-than-light side of electricity — which he goes on to relate
to the orgone energy discovered by Wilheim Reich. (Reich himself
claimed to have produced a motor which ran on orgone energy.)
In relating the dielectric field to orgone energy, Dollard claims to
have produced physical evidence of what Reich called cosmic
superimposition.

By pulsing low pressure gas (in a large bulb) with two superim-
posed dielectric fields (a current of many amperes flowing through
free space without any electrons), Dollard was able to produce
brilliant spiral formations resembling galaxies in full color within
the gasofthebulb. In addition, he caused large, organically shaped
sparks to be drawn off even the insulators on the apparatus. Dollard
explains the nature of this phenomenon as basically representing
the Golden Ratio spiral. In his own words he explains:

”Now this is alsothe same shape that living objects form and
you find that all discharges, in general, of potential energy will
tryto form this shape. Youcan see it in water patterns, in sand,
and patterns in clouds in the sky. The patterns appear over and
over and over again, just like the organic patterns burned into
wood by the discharge of my Tesla coil. This is converted with
the orgone right there. This type of monopolar electricity is in
such a form that it will grow into organic patterns — a prelife
pattern from the ether itself. Any type of energy like this, such
as a stream flowing down the side of a mountain, a crack in a
piece of window glass, or fresh water percolating up through
the sand, all make these organic patterns based on the Golden
Ratio. Any time you have energy discharging you find this type
of pattern. You can say there is a shape in space which is the
log periodic spiral. It doesn’t exist in a tangible form because.
it is something that grows and decays. Its size fits the wavelength
and frequency of the amount of energy to be discharged. It’s
not like you can map space to see this particular spiral, but if
you release energy into space then the spiral will appear.”

Clearly, though not an artist by training, Dollard is among the
first to actually use the virtual state as a medium to generate or
perhaps precipitate a three-dimensional or holographic form visi-
bletothe naked eye. The implications for such a discovery are many
for the artist.

We are definitely dealing with presymbolic forms that have lit-
tle or no bearing on the personal imagery carried in the subconscious
of the creator. As such, they represent both an attitude and environ-
ment for the artist that is as clear of self-projections and as open
to a scrupulous methodology as any in the laboratory. Though no
doubt irritating to minds oriented toward the fashionable emergence
of talented new artistic egos, such a procedure nevertheless involves
both a study of nature and aesthetics. It depends upon an individual’s
ability to really grasp, in a disciplined way, a truly new medium.

To better understand this new medium, it is necessary to unders-
tand more fully what today’s physics calls the ““Vacuum of Space”
and how it can possibly be the repository for a vast storehouse of
energy, information and form.

Scalars
Let Bearden further elaborate on what these cosmic or scalar
waves are:

“Ifyou can, imagine a steel plate with two sets of forces press-
ing on the plate very powerfully; the plate is under a great deal
of stress. The forces however, all balance, they sum to a zero
resultant. We have been taught to replace that system of vectors
with a zero vector, making space (or the vacuum of space) a
totally dead, nondynamic entity; when in fact, it is alive with
energy held in balance, in check. Now suppose I press on the
plate stronger and then relax, stronger and then relax. All the
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forces vary at the same time. Now the plate is being pulsed,
but always at a zero vector. Still there exists a stress in the
medium, though it balances out to zero. Now, throw away the
plate, the system is still there, intact with in the vacuum. The
wave is still there, it is a gravitational wave. This is pure general
relativity, not Tom Bearden. We have turned the electromagnetics
against itself and used it to create a local gravity wave. Out of
this study Einstein evolved not general relativity but a Lorentz
Frame, an unbent space/time. So what he really wrote was
special relativity with distant perturbations. The Russian scien-
tists regularly point out in their texts that if you bend space/time
locally, which is not allowed in the West, you violate all the con-
servation laws. This information is rigorously presented in their
scientific papers.

“What has emerged from this study both here and in Russia
isamath and physics that explain all extrasensory phenomena
andall the inexplicable phenomena associated with it in adirectly
engineerable way.’

What is important about this technology to the artist is that the
world of aesthetics can be viewed and determined not solely in
mechanistic, mystical or historical terms, but also scientifically.
Objects and ceremonies may now be interpreted quantitatively much
the same way they are in primitive, animistic cultures. ;

Orthodox Theories

To go back to orthodox science again, let me quote Ken Wilber
(The Holographic Paradigm, New Science Library, pg. 5) on the
discoveries of Pribram and Bohm. Their theories intandem, in his
words:

“..appear to account for all transcendental experience,
paranormal events and even ‘normal’ perceptual oddities.. . This
breakthrough fulfills predictions that the long-awaited theory
would (1) draw on theoretical mathematics; (2) establish the
‘supernatural’ as part of nature. The theory, in a nutshell: Our
brains mathematically construct ‘concrete’ reality by interpreting
frequencies from another dimension, a realm of meaningful,
patterned primary reality that transcends time and space. The
brain is a hologram, interpreting a holographic universe.”

This theory leads to the supposition that the phenomenon of
‘“altered states’” may be due literally to an attunement to an invisi-
ble matrix responsible for generating ‘““concrete” reality. In simple
terms, our own brain may be a device, or contain a device, that
is capable of engineering reality at a primary level. Thus, we can
account for the anomalous but widely recognized behavior of heal-
ing, telepathy, precognition, transmogrification, etc., to name on-
ly a few. It is, in other terms, a way of describing a new medium
and the conceptual tools necessary to engineer it.

Sheldrake’s work takes this supposition even further in a way
that I will explain as fundamentally important to the artist when
I describe radionic instrumentation. Sheldrake proposes that the
morphogenetic fields surrounding all living things influence both
their structure and behavior. Then, as habits and behavior of any
species in the past builds up, so through a process of ‘‘morphic
resonance” it can effect the species living today. Out of this comes
the “hundredth monkey’’ idea that implies when enough monkeys
on one island learn to wash potatoes dumped on the beach and coated
with sand, before eating, (when what’s called *“‘critical mass” is
reached) then monkeys on other islands will suddenly begin todo
the same spontaneously without access to learned behavior patterns.

An interesting footnote to the holographic brain possibility was
suggested by a British neurologist named John Lorber in 1980 as
a result of studying unique cases of hydrocephalus, or water-on-
the-brain. HIs investigations stretched the limits of his own credulity
when he encountered a student with a slightly larger-than-normal
head, and anI.Q. of 126 who had gained a first-class honors’ degree
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in mathematics and functioned otherwise completely normally. The
student, upon receiving a CAT scan (a noninvasive scanning
technique determining density of the brain), was discovered to have
no more than a thin layer of brain cells a millimeter or so thick
lining the inside of his skull! The entire remaining portion of the
skull was filled with cerebrospinal fluid! Lorberhassince discovered
many other persons who are capable of normal functioning but
possess little or no brains.

Certainly it becomes much easier to understand the growth and
function of aesthetic disciplines in primitive cultures and their rela-
tionship to Shamanism in particular when one incorporates such
discoveries into the notion of “‘art.” If ceremony and ritual in some
way manifested or expressed these morphogenetic fields —
strengthening and directing them toward conscious ends such as
fertility, crop growth, weather control, hunting success, etc. — then
their original purpose was anything but the psychic and emotional
ventilation of energy experienced by today’s neurotic artist. Instead,
they were the result of the individual’s attunement to subtle natural
forces, the looping of such forces to the individual’s or tribe’s col-
lective intention. As a byproduct of the experience, individuals ex-
perienced a commonalty of purpose, a collective sense of well-being
that strengthened the overall structure of their lives.

Applying the Theory

To attempt to make this theory intelligible and practical for ar-
tists working today, let us suppose these theories could become the
basis for empowering art objects, on the surface a symbol like all
the rest, but with a hidden functional element. Is this not precisely
the function ascribed to Navajo sand paintings that restore harmony
and cure inorganic disease, and to Hopi dances that bring rain or
activate the soil for planting, to name just two? Here we are explor-
ing aesthetic disciplines that are not solely ‘“‘art historical.”” Sub-
jective influences are as important as people, places, and things.
The focus is on “intent” rather than ‘“‘content.” Here as well, we
are plagued with questions of intelligibility much the same as were
the early abstract artists. I am tempted to say that the psychotronic
component of any art form today is its capacity to elicit from the
brain of the observer the vivid emotional dimensionality of an in-
ternal holographic image, an eidetic image, with numinous
overtones.

As anatural outgrowth of such assumptions and theories the art-
ist must look for corollaries in our own culture which might meet
the criterion for functioning in this manner. To this end, I offer the
resources of the little-known and much-abused study of radionics.

Radionics was discovered by a practicing physician named Dr.
Albert Abrams early in this century as an outgrowth of the normal
percussive techniques doctors employ when checking the organs
of the body for disease. In a long and complicated lifetime of
meticulous research his questions about how the muscle tone of
the organs tighten and relax led to what came to be called “The
Electronic Reactions of Abrams,” or what is today a study of the
electromagnetic fields of the body in relation to disease.

It is hardly fair to skip over so much of what grew to become
the “crisis of credibility’ that became the history of radionics and
its inventors, but I would not be unfair to the profession to call it
a “healing art” that incorporates both a technology and strong ele-
ment of operator skill that combine to produce tangible results or-
dinary science cannot explain (nor wants to). It functions on the
technological side in either electromagnetic terms or diagramatically
and graphically. By this I mean it can be utilized through common
electrical instrumentation designed radionically, or by such items-
as cards, diagrams, pendulums, crystals, etc., i.e. not “‘devices”
as we commonly know them. The ends produced by such devices
can be varied, but usually involve the diagnosis of a condition and
its treatment with radionic methods. Certain radionic practitioners
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claim it as a right-brain corollary to left-brain logical functioning,
a sort of eidetic or paranormal method of affecting the matrix of
life at the subatomic level through symbolic directives. Perhaps,
if you consider what a genius is capable of doing with a few brushes
and some oil paint, compared to the same materials in the hands
of an amateur, you can grasp how little the tools have to do with
the process — but how impossible it would be to convey it without
them.

The point I am trying to make about this field of radionics to
the artist is that it is deeply metaphorical in nature, but its tools
are the screwdrivers, hammer, paintbrushes, welders, etc., of the
new virtual state medium and that it has extensive historical prece-
dent in Shamanism and ritual magic. The interesting thing is that
the radionic tools often deeply resemble the same artistic tools and
attitudes we use now to construct ‘“art objects or states.” In fact,
they resemble artistic tools much more, in many ways, than the
radios and medical equipment they often superficially resemble.
The differences between the effects of each, however, are equally
as great; for with thesetools, we can potentially reengineer reality.

We are talking about healing disease, producing measurable
energy from the vacuum of space, exploring and mapping the eidetic
world of the unconscious, communicating with the genetic matrix
of life, experiencing antigravity and dematerialization, re-
engineering the molecules of all pollutants buried in the earth to
make them harmless, and realigning the collective human psyche
with the cosmic forces that originally created it. As artists, isn’t
the possibility towork from a truly deep informational or energetic
basis in our work over the purely intellectual or emotional truly
irresistible? No one can even imagine today what will happen when
artists begin to understand and utilize this inexpensive and accessible
technology well enough to affect the culture as a whole.

Kelly’s Theories

Peter Kelly is a highly respected pioneer and inventor of a par-
ticular type of radionic device used by the agricultural community.
These devices utilize scalar waves to balance the soil radionically
without poisons and to control pests. In this manner, a small but
growing groupof farmers has severed their dependence on fertilizers
and chemical pest controls. In so doing, they have challenged the
economic forces that dictate the perpetual need for these chemicals
and fertilizers and the particular debilitating mind set accompany-
ing them that has destroyed so many small farmers psychological-
ly and financially.

In the summer of 1986, under growing pressure from the FDA,
Kelly was forced to shred all his manuals that described the func-
tions and rates of his machines in therapeutic terms. This occurred
because an increasing number of operators were able to use his
devicesto cure disease, including cancer, in themselves and others,
once they had determined how to tuse the machines satisfactorily
on their farms. The cures apparently resulted from the interaction
or “loop” created between the practitioner, the instrument and the
patient’s subtle neurotransmitters deep within the chemistry (and
electronics) of the central nervous system. In essence, but over-
simplified to be sure, the two cerebral cortex hemispheres of the
brain emit a scalar resonance that is focused and directed by the
radionics device, energy as information in this case, to a point out-
side the body where this tiny signal acts as a catalyst upon a larger
energetic system, focusing it, realizing it, balancing it, whatever
the stated intention may be.

Farmers, acting with the simple ingenuity necessary for survival
in their work, overcame intellectual resistance to this vastly dif-
ferent and nonmechanistic attitude toward mind and matter and
began to transform their lives.

To use Kelly’s own wordsto describe how his devices work seems
most appropriate:
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“We have reached a point in time of understanding that we
create our own reality. This takes place onmany levels, but first
on a personal one.

“Specifically, for purposes of this discussion, radionics,
psychotronics and free energy will all manifest to their full levels
as the collective consciousness of mankind accepts the premise
that we create our own reality.”

In my discussions with Kelly he kept stressing the need to view
energy as information when approaching radionics. Michael Talbot,
in summing up his perspective on all the breakthroughs in science
he describes in Beyond the Quantum gives us these relevant
thoughts:

*“Challenging evidence is being offered from a number of dif-
ferent (scientific) directions that information, not mass or energy,
is the ultimate fabric of the cosmos. The level at which matter
and energy cease to be the currency of transaction, and infor-
mation becomes the coin of the realm, seems to form another
level of reality, another plane of existence, as it were. The laws
of physics that govern the seemingly objective world also break
down, cause and effect as we know them no longer apply, and
even the boundaries of time evaporate. From this, one is led to
ask, if the ordinary laws of physics no longer operate at the level
of the information picture, do any laws operate at all? Is the level
of information governed by its own, presently unknown, but
separate body of laws?”’

“Now, why,” Kelly supposes, ‘“‘will scientists asking ques-
tions like thislead to breakthroughs in psychotronics? Very simp-
ly — because we create our own reality and as more people
become involved in the research and operation of mind-matter
devices and the more information is available, the greater will
be the successes.”

Again we are confronted with the phenomenon and need for
realizing a ““critical mass” before major changes can occur. Kelly
continues:

“Early pioneers such as Dr. Abrams, Ruth Drown and T.G.
Hieronymus built their devices on accepted scientific principles,
or created principles which became (their) reality through their
acceptance and belief.
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